
	
 You will be reading this letter right in the middle of the time-honored tradition known as Christmas 
Vacation.  I hope your holiday season is not like National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation but one of peace, time 
with family and love.
	
 If you are a person who returns to work on December 26 and begrudge educators their long break, I 
would invite you to visit a school, especially an elementary school, the week before Christmas break.  The 
energy level is off the charts and the kids need refocused constantly, sapping teachers and principals of energy.  
You’ll understand why the break is a good idea for mental health!
	
  To really understand the background of Christmas break, though, we need to look at some history.
	
 According to author Ace Collins, prior to 1940, no one thought about Christmas preparations until 
December 20th.  Trees usually weren’t put up until December 24th.  Presents were purchased and wrapped only 
a few days before the 25th.
	
 As it changed so many things, World War II also changed the Christmas season.  President Roosevelt 
encouraged everyone in 1942 to shop early and send their gifts to servicemen weeks in advance of Christmas so 
they would arrive in time.  Thus was born the modern Christmas season.
	
 Christmas Day marked the first day of the 12 days of Christmas which lasted until epiphany on January 
6.  Our present day Christmas break is more aligned with the older tradition of celebrating Christmas when the 
frenzy was packed into those 12 days.
	
 When visiting the elementary schools last week, I was amazed as I often am by how professionally our 
teachers handle the “electricity” in the building.  As one teacher put it, “I would be excited too if I knew Santa 
was coming next week and I would be getting presents.”
	
 I wish to thank the community for their role in making the holiday experience a good one for many of 
our children.  Once again the “AH Club” sponsored shopping trips for 122 children in the district.  These 
children now have clothing they did not have.  Over the years, this group has provided $140,000.00 in support 
of our students. 
	
 My December superintendent’s report included notes from three of our nurses, outlining the generosity 
of this community.  Churches, organizations and individuals have provided food, clothing, gift cards and even 
transportation to doctor’s appointments for families in our district.  The number of people involved in these 
generous acts and what they do for our students moves me on a deep level.   We are so blessed to have a 
community that acts on behalf of the neediest among us.
	
 The generosity that comes from outside our buildings is mirrored on the inside.  Many of our teachers 
take action to see needs met of students they know are struggling.  Our high school nurse provides a “shopping”  
area of gifts students may take at no cost to give to family.  These gifts come from a variety of people inside and 
outside the school.  Many years ago, the Board of Education decided that rather than spending money on 
greeting cards, that a donation would be made on behalf of employees to the “mitten fund” which is used 
throughout the year to purchase clothing for kids who need it.
	
 During this Christmas vacation, I will reflect upon the spirit of the season and rejoice that I work and 
live in the General McLane School District.
	
 May you and your family prosper in the new year!
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