
	
 Here’s something fun to try:  If you have a child or know a child in the high school, ask him or her 
whose portrait hangs in the high school lobby.
	
 I always found it interesting when someone would ask me, “So, is General McLane a real person?”  I 
think we can become so accustomed to thinking of General McLane as a school district or high school that we 
forget about our namesake.  Several years ago, we had a replica made of the original portrait of John W. 
McLane that hangs in the Education Center and placed the replica in the high school lobby.  I hope that it helps 
remind students that pass by that we ARE named for a person; but, I wouldn’t be surprised if the response to the 
question above is “some army guy.”
	
 We are going to have a chance to inform a large number of people, maybe 100,000 by some estimates, 
that we are named after a Civil War hero.  On May 25, we plan to participate in the Perry 200  Grand Patriotic 
Parade in Erie.  The theme of the parade is “Historical Figures of Erie County” and we were asked to represent 
our namesake.
	
 In addition to our award-winning Lancer Marching Band, we hope to enter a float.  We’ve already had 
two meetings and our art teachers are working on a design.  We’ve brought in the master-float builder himself, 
Ron Sturga, to be our float consultant.  (Ron was in charge of the EUP homecoming parades for 31 years.)  Our 
theme is going to center around the flag of the 83rd regiment which is the regiment that then Colonel John W. 
McLane mustered and commanded.
	
 We hope that this float building venture can be a learning experience for our children and a project that 
involves many in the community.  When it comes time to “pomp the float,” we will need families and students 
for nearly a month every day prior to the parade.
	
 While our band will lead the float, we plan to follow the float with the general himself.  Serving as our 
historical consultant has been Randall McCaslin, local resident and GM graduate.  Randall is a Civil War re-
enactor who will dress as the general that day and mount a steed that will follow the float.
	
 We are excited about this opportunity to give our students a hands-on opportunity to learn about the 
general and to showcase our district and community at this major event.  
	
 Here are some things we a looking for to help with this project:
1.  A flat bed upon which to build the float.  It should be no more than eight (8) feet wide and 30 to 40 feet 

long.
2. A vehicle to pull the float.
3. A barn in which to build the float (from approximately April 15-May 25).
4. A horse for the General to ride.
5. A pooper scooper for said horse.
6. Money to help with the costs of float supplies, t-shirts for the kids participating and to authentically 

outfit the general.

	
 If you are able to provide any of the items above, please call Marissa in my office at 273-1033 x. 5901 
or email her (marissarosenbaum@generalmclane.org) or me at richardscaletta@generalmclane.org.
	
 On May 25, let’s clearly answer the question, “Is General McLane a real person?”
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