
	
 Northwest Pennsylvania and complaints about the weather go hand in hand.  For the most part, the 
weather here doesn’t bother me with one exception:  the six weeks from early March through mid April.  During 
that period we get teased and taunted with sunshine and warmer weather, only to return to  cloudier, cold days 
and various annoying precipitation.  The cycle repeats several times until spring finally comes to stay.
	
 Getting through this time would be easier if we had a big community party.  An event that brings all 
elements of the school community together would help this transition period.  An opportunity to all be under 
one roof and have a little entertainment would be great.  So, I’d like to thank the coaches and players of our 
girls’ and boys’ basketball teams for having arranged such an event last week!
	
 With both teams in the state playoffs this year, we got to enjoy a double header on Friday at McComb 
Field House.  The girls played at 6:00 and the boys at 8:30.  One side of the gym was all GM!  There were of 
course our present students, cheerleaders and parents.  Also there in great numbers were our alumni from all 
decades.  Teachers, current and retired, were on hand.  And, our amazing community members, both those who 
grew up here and those who, like me, adopted this community as home were out in full force.
	
 How fortunate we are that the largest District 10 venue is in our back yard.  I’m sure our opponents 
curse our good fortune but as they say in real estate, location, location, location!  Of course if GM fans didn’t 
fill the venue, we would be somewhere smaller.
	
 I have noticed in recent years that not all the teams we play enjoy a following like we do.  Even when 
we are on the road, a large number of our students are there for our players.  Both opponents Friday night had 
no student cheering section.  This is indicative of what is happening in society and public eduction.
	
 Student attendance at high school events is no longer a given in some schools.   This can be for several 
reasons.  First, there are so many distractions for students in this electronic age.  The time when high school 
events were the only entertainment is long gone.  Secondly, I’m afraid that the “I’m OK, You’re OK generation”  
has led to a generation very absorbed in their own wants and desires.  Being part of school spirit doesn’t fit the 
mantra of self-promotion.  More concerning, though, is that students don’t feel a connection to their school like 
they once used to feel.  Fortunately, at General McLane, all the staff work very hard to build and maintain 
relationships with our students.  That is what connects students to the school, feeling like they are valued as part 
of the school community.  For the most part, our students feel connected to their teachers, administrators, bus 
drivers, custodians, cafeteria workers and each other.  
	
 Building and maintaining quality relationships with students becomes increasingly difficult with strong 
emphasis on testing.   With the high stakes at play, it would be easy to make it “all about the test.”  General 
McLane staff are committed to doing our best on the state tests but balancing them with everything else we do.
	
 An event like the one that transpired on Friday night, points to many things working well in a school 
district.  Obviously, it is evidence of great dedication and hard work on the part of the coaches and student 
athletes.  It shows that parents have raised their children to know that there is a greater good beyond themselves.   
It is a testament to the GM experience as so many alumni want to return to cheer on their alma mater; and, it 
shows that “the village” that works to raise the child is alive and well!
	
 You thought it was just a couple of basketball games.
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