
	
 The winter doldrums.  Beware the Ides of March.  March comes in like a lion and out like a lamb.  
	
 None of these sayings about this past month really apply to the month of March in our school district.  
March is actually a busy and successful month when we are treated to great performances by our Lancers.
	
 March was the month when both our basketball teams went deep into the state playoffs.  Our wrestling 
and swimming programs sent people to the state finals.  We saw an amazing musical performed by middle 
school students as the inaugural installment from our new middle school music teacher, Kate Amatuzzo.  The 
Broadway Dinner was another spectacular event showcasing over 200 students.  Three teams of students flexed 
their engineering muscles at the annual RoboBots competition and we learned that our first crack at the state 
Keystone Exams placed us above the state average.
	
 Yes, Lancers perform in March.  As I attended these events throughout the month, I kept thinking about 
the foundation for these performances.  Because I’ve been “a high school guy” most of my career, people think 
I don’t recognize an important fact.   I am, and always have been, well aware that the success that our middle 
and high school students achieve is because of the strong foundation they received in the elementary schools.
	
 Our two elementary Health and Physical Education teachers, Joe Marafine and Lisa Celeski, do a 
fantastic job of building a foundation of physical activity and knowledge of  a healthy lifestyle.  Successful high 
school athletic programs can’t be created with overweight students with an aversion to physical activity.  Sure, 
young kids have a natural desire to be active but a bad experience with elementary physical education can kill 
that desire.  Joe and Lisa do a skillful and masterful job of making students aware of lifestyle choices in 
nutrition and physical movement while making activities fun and desirable.  Just observing their classes as an 
adult makes you want to get involved!
	
 We would not be treated to such high level musical performances if Diann Smith were not working with 
our students in the elementary schools.  Diann gives them an understanding of the basic elements of music 
which leads to an appreciation of music and its structure.  This appreciation leads to interest in playing 
instruments and singing in their later years.  I know that the high school music teachers would quickly 
recognize that their outstanding achievements would not be possible without the foundation that Diann has laid.
	
 When was the last time a front-page newspaper headline read like this:  “Third graders advance their 
reading skills”?  It doesn’t happen, yet everyday, what happens in our elementary schools is nothing short of a 
miracle.  The task of teaching students to read and develop math skills is incredibly complicated.  Have you 
thought how difficult life would be if you couldn’t read or do basic math?   Yes, some kids struggle with these 
tasks but our teachers work diligently, sometimes against great odds, to get our students to improve their 
academic skills.
	
 Knowledge builds upon knowledge.  Skills improve only after the basic skill is mastered.  This is the 
laborious task of the elementary teacher.  When our elementary teachers “meet students where they are,” they 
have to go to the very beginning – to the rudimentary level.  It is certainly not as flashy as a performance in the 
Broadway Dinner, but it is critically important.  
	
 This past Saturday as I was getting gas at the Edinboro Get-Go, I watched the parking lot of Dairy 
Supreme being plowed in anticipation of its opening the next day.  I experienced a great deal of cognitive 
dissonance watching an ice cream stand being cleared of snow!  But, there is no cognitive dissonance when 
considering the importance of a strong foundation to student success.   It is logical.  You can’t have a great 
structure without a strong foundation.  
	
 Thank you to all our foundation-builders!  As we shout at the Broadway Dinner:  Brava!  Bravo!
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