
! Arts and Engineering.  This fall we will launch the Academy of Arts and Engineering at 
the high school.  Truth be told, we’re already doing a pretty good job with art and engineering 
and we believe the systematic approach provided by the academy, coupled with the interaction 
we will have with our partners, will take it all to an even higher level.
	
 We talk about Quadrant D learning which is accomplished by dealing with real world 
problems that have predictable and unpredictable solutions.  This past Saturday, March 24, I got 
to personally observe our students participating in Quadrant D experiences in engineering and 
the arts.    
	
 In the morning, I travelled to Meadville where three GM teams took part in the annual 
Robobots competition sponsored by the Northwest PA Chapter of the National Tooling and 
Machining Association.  This annual event is the culmination of the year’s work with science, 
math and technology as students collaborate to design and build a robot to destroy another 
school’s robot (also knows as “bots”).   Taking place in a box made of steel and bullet-proof 
glass, sparks fly, metal grinds and smoke rises as the weapon of each robot tries to disable its 
opponent.
	
 The great part of this activity is not the event itself, but the process that is involved to get 
there.  Technology teachers Bill Moats (JWPMS) and Nick Basko (GMHS) advise the teams but 
allow them to learn by doing and making their own mistakes.  There are competitions like this 
that engage significantly more involvement with engineers but I agree with Bill and Nick who 
prefer letting the students do the majority of the work – even if it means an inferior product and 
getting their “bot kicked.”  
	
 The amount of problem solving involved in the design and creation process is 
phenomenal but it is even more intense the day of the competition.  After each bout, students 
take their robot back to their “pit” where they make repairs and any modifications they feel 
necessary.  They engage in the noblest form of competition, wanting only to win because of a 
superior product, and there is sharing of parts and expertise between schools.  Watching it all 
unfold is like watching the movie, Apollo 13, where engineers work together to solve problems 
on a tight deadline.   This is Quadrant D learning at its best and I congratulate our teams and 
advisors on their work.
	
 On Saturday evening, I attended the 31st Annual Broadway Dinner.  To the audience, 
there does not appear to be anything unpredictable as the show comes off without a glitch, but 
anyone who has ever been involved with live theater knows that a musical production is as real-
world, unpredictable as it gets.  The learning that takes place in this setting cannot be easily 
replicated.
	
 In this year’s production, there were 150 singers involved and another 35 in the jazz 
band.  Bringing together that many adolescents in a show that exudes such professional quality is 
amazing and incredible.  I know I’m biased, but I doubt there are many high schools our size in 
the country that could pull off the production that Bruce and Trisha Yates pull off each year.  
Like most schools, we have some incredibly talented singers but unlike many, their number is 
large and there is never a “down year.”
	
 One of the things about the Broadway Dinner that is not very real-world, is the wide 
variety of students that participate.  I think many of us came from high schools where the brains 
did their thing, the jocks did their thing and the music kids had their thing.  At General McLane, 
like few other places, the distinction is blurred.  Seeing the star singer beside the starter from the 
championship basketball team beside the student who was at the robotics competition, etc. etc. 
elicits a sense of pride like no other.  This does not happen by accident.  It happens because the 
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passion from principals, teachers and coaches, is a passion for kids first, not the activity.  It also 
happens because we have parents who encourage their children keep a broad perspective and 
don’t push their children into a predetermined box.
	
 At the end of a day like Saturday, I want to go to the top of a tall building and shout about 
our school district.  I want to shout about the awesome students, teachers and principals we have.   
I want to brag about the great quadrant D experiences we provide.  In short, I want my pride to 
be on display; but, since I’m not fond of heights, I’ll be content to write about it in this column.
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