
	
 I like to think of myself as a logical person.  I need things to make sense and I don’t want to do things 
“just because we’ve always done it that way.”  What we do should be done for a valid reason.
	
 I also enjoy studying and observing human motivation.  I always want to know what makes a person act 
or behave in a certain way and my need for logic looks for their actions to follow their stated beliefs.  I know we 
don’t always behave in accordance with our beliefs but those breaches should be brief and not indicative of a 
long-term inconsistency between belief and action.
	
 Since writing last week’s Lancer Letter on high stakes testing and the Department of Education’s 
response to a parent’s negative feelings about it, my logic/motivation alarm has been sounding.  So, I’m going 
to share my thoughts and maybe someone can help me figure it out.
	
 Department of Education Press Secretary Tim Eller justifies high stakes testing by saying, “As a 
taxpayer with two children in public schools, I want to know if my taxes are being used to educate not only my 
kids but all students (emphasis added) since one day they will take the reins of this country and it's imperative 
to ensure their success.”  He goes on to assert that the state testing provides the way for him to “know if my 
taxes are being used to educate.”
	
 My brain says this is logical.  My heart says his interest in all students being successful is laudable.  But 
my logic meter registers “ILLOGICAL, ILLOGICAL!” when I consider that Mr. Eller is part of the Corbett 
administration that pushed, and won, legislation to use public tax dollars for private schools with absolutely no 
academic accountability and no strings attached.  Are not private school students part of the “all students” 
category?  Do not parents of private school students deserve to know that their child’s school is effective.  Why 
is there an assumption that a private school is effective?
	
 The guidelines are very clear that private schools that accept these “scholarships” created by diverting 
tax dollars do not require the private school to change admission requirements.  The private school is not subject 
to the Right to Know Law.  Private schools do not participate in the PSSA.  When private schools get a student 
with significant learning challenges, they send them back to public schools (I know this because we’ve been on 
the receiving end many times).  So how do we know these tax dollars are “being used to educate . . . all 
students” according to Mr. Eller’s standard of the PSSA testing?
	
 Proponents of this “school choice” model will claim that it’s not really tax dollars being used.  It’s 
money businesses and individuals would have paid in taxes but choose to give for these scholarships to free 
children from the grips of “struggling public schools.”  They would also argue that the money is not given to the 
private school but to the parents who “choose.”  These semantical machinations cause my motivation-meter to 
kick in and question why this game of words?
	
 So what motivates someone to demand accountability from one group and give free reign to another?  I 
don’t see the logic.
	
 Let me know if you figure it out.
	
  
	


	


Lancer Letter #130! Logic lost?


