
	
 Roots and wings.  Those are the two things it is said that parents must give their children:  
roots, to know they are loved, cared for and always have a home; and, wings, so that they 
develop independence to live life successfully.
	
 It is always difficult for parents to know where and when to draw the line between roots 
and wings.  Too much “rooting,” and the new term "helicopter parents" can apply.  Helicopter 
parents "hover" over their children enabling  behaviors that make independence elusive.   Too 
many “wings” may enable a child to make mistakes that can haunt them for a lifetime.  So, how 
does a parent know when to hold and when to let go?
	
 I bet you’d really like an answer to that question but it’s not happening this week.  I can 
only note what I've observed in terms of parent involvement from an educator’s standpoint.  We 
know that parent involvement is important in a child's education.   We know that the level and 
type of  of involvement should change as the child gets older.  
	
 In the elementary years, independence for the child develops slowly so parents are really 
tuned in to everything their children do.  Participation in PTO and PTA is helpful and a true 
compliment to all the communication that happens among teacher, school and parent.  
	
 Middle school is where it really gets tough.  In about grade 7, skirmishes erupt in what 
soon will become the "war for independence."   This is when the pre–adolescent truly believes 
she knows more than she does and insists that mom and dad should get with the times.  These 
skirmishes can sometimes turn to all out warfare when adolescence comes into full bloom and 
the teenager forms strong alliances with peers using their weapons of mass communication, 
leaving parents alone and second guessing themselves.   
	
 One weapon for parents in middle school is our Parent/Teacher/Student Association or 
PTSA.  This is a group that provides a great opportunity to stay appropriately involved while not 
setting off skirmishes in "the war."  PTSA members can benefit from programs about their 
children directly and indirectly.  While the kids are home texting each other about how "clueless" 
their parents are, parents can attend meetings to learn they are not alone and get clued in.  Hey, 
mom and dad, you can have allies the old-fashioned way – face to face!
	
 The PTSA at the middle school is struggling to maintain enough members to keep the 
organization alive.  This is regrettable given the help it can provide parents, students and the 
school.  It is understandable that parents become less involved as the child gets older; actually, 
that is what should happen.  But, staying connected to the school via the PTSA  in middle school 
and booster clubs in high school can help you as much as it helps and supports the kids. 
	
 If you are presently not involved with one of our parent organizations, now is the time to 
join.  If you think you’re off the hook because your kids are grown or you’re “just a 
grandparent,” think again.  We’d love to have your wisdom in these organizations.  After all, 
you’ve got the battle scars from the “war for independence” and can offer wisdom and hope to 
those presently engaged.
	
 Listed below are the upcoming meetings.  Come on, soldier.  Double time!

Edinboro Elementary PTO   May 1 	
 9:00 a.m.     Cafeteria

McKean Elementary PTA     May 3     9:00 a.m.    Report to office
	

Parker Middle School PTSA    May 10   6:30 P..   Family Living Room (use gym door entrance)
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