
	
 It's  a story as old as mankind itself.  Instead of celebrating the differences that makes one 
group of people unique, we use these differences to create artificial walls between us.  This is the 
essence of the human condition addressed in Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet, and centuries later 
in 1961 by Leonard Bernstein with his musical, West Side Story.  In the musical, Bernstein uses 
the tension between teenage Puerto Rican and American gangs on the west side of New York 
City to address this timeless theme with Romeo and Juliet’s parallel characters, Tony and Maria.  
In both works, the adherence to chasms between groups created by prejudice, results in tragedy.
	
 Next week, the high school will present Bernstein’s challenging and timeless musical.   If 
you know Bernstein's work, you know he does not write music that's simple to perform and this 
musical is not approachable by many high schools; but, we have an incredibly gifted and hard-
working student body who have labored under the  expert direction of Bruce and Trisha Yates.  I 
promise if you come to the show, you will be blown away by what you see and hear.
	
 West Side Story, with its theme of breaking down barriers between groups, is a 
particularly poignant show  for a high school when you consider the traditional cliques and social 
status issues faced by adolescents at this age.  There is irony in General McLane High School 
doing this musical.  I would assert that GM is one of the few high schools where you will find a 
true blurring of lines between student groups.  It is a place where the altruistic world proposed by 
Shakespeare and Bernstein is aggressively sought.  It is a place where everyone is encouraged to 
not allow differences to blind us.
	
 The production itself is evidence of this.  In addition to our extremely talented group of 
singers, they are joined by names you are more accustomed to hearing on the football field or 
basketball court.  And yes, they can sing and dance too! 
	
 Parents over the years have expressed their appreciation that their children have been able 
to develop their interests and potential in  just about any arena where an interest for their children 
existed.  Not only is there opportunity to pursue interests that exist in a student, but the 
atmosphere of the high school and middle school promotes a culture that encourages and 
welcomes young people to stretch and grow in ALL areas.   It is no simple accident that this can 
occur.  It takes music directors and coaches working TOGETHER to make it happen.  More than 
that, it takes all the adults in the building modeling mutual respect for all pursuits academic, 
artistic and athletic.
	
 As evidence of the importance adults play in this process, you will see a few adults from 
our school community performing small parts in the show.  This is an important part of 
validating what our students do and showing them that we all embrace the arts.    (If you want to 
know which adults will be performing, you'll have to come to the show cause I'm not telling.)
	
 Principal Dan Mennow has put great emphasis on student’s working together and a few 
weeks ago, the principal's cabinet sponsored a unique assembly that  celebrated the things that 
make us GM.  The entire study body responded by writing their thoughts on paper balloons 
about why they are proud to be a GM student.  One student wrote, "Because most GM students 
are caring for each other and accept defeat graciously."  Another student wrote, "The support that 
the entire student body gives to anyone in need makes me proud to be a General McLane 
student."  This does not happen in every school.
	
 If you come to the show next week (May 17, 18 and 19),  I guarantee you will be 
impressed by the acting, amazed by the dancing and moved by the singing.  Please also join me 
in being inspired by the fact that this production lives out the very lesson it teaches. 
	
 I could go on and on about this but I have to go practice my lines.
	
 Oops.
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