
! “Student athletes at General McLane have available to them athletic facilities that are 
abundant and well maintained.  They have coaches who know the game and care about their 
players as athletes, students and people.  They have a school board and administration that work 
to fund and guide the athletic programs, and a community that supports them with fervor.
	
 If you are a student athlete here tonight:  heed my words.  Any time something like the 
GM athletic program is made available to you with no work or sacrifice on your part, know that 
it is only because those who have come before you have given their all and sacrificed greatly.”
	
 That is how I start my speech to present the winner of the Lancer Legacy Award for 
Contributions to Athletics each year at the Hall of Fame Banquet.  The speech is paralleled the 
following night when the winner for contributions to the academic program is awarded.  Next 
week, we will host our fourth annual Lancer Legacy Weekend and engage in the important task 
of merging our past with our present, thereby shaping the future.
	
 The weekend kicks off on Thursday, May 24 with the Hall of Fame Banquet at Nick’s 
Place.  The Lancer Legacy Award for Distinguished Service to GM Athletics will be presented to 
Jack Regan.  Jack coached many sports and was the founder of the GM track program.  Of 
student participation in track, Jack said, “I understand that with basketball, they have to have a 
limited number of kids, but I always thought, ‘let them all play.‘  And that’s how I was with 
track.”   Jack’s  philosophy is still with us today as our track program has an abundance of 
athletes involved.  Also to be recognized at the banquet will be four new inductees into the 
athletic Hall of Fame:  Jamin Bookhammer, Pat Marshall, Amy Hermman Gallo and Matt 
Riccomini.    Present athletes will also be recognized for their appointments to all-Region teams.
	
 Friday night, May 25, will be the time for the Academic Banquet of Excellence, held at 
McLane Church.  The students who have earned honor roll all three marking periods this year 
will be recognized along with the students who have participated in academic competitions.  The 
Lancer Legacy Award for Service to the district will be presented to Mary Havican, long time 
biology teacher at General McLane High School.  Hundreds of students experienced Mary’s 
famed pig dissections, chicken genetics experiments and fruit fly projects  Distinguished alumni 
John Vanco and Carrie Dean will also be recognized.  
	
 On Saturday morning, the annual Golf outing will be held at Culbertson Hills to benefit 
our General McLane Foundation.  The foundation has been boosting our scholarship funds and 
will become very important as the state decreases funding to education.  If you are a golfer, get 
your friends together to be part of this fun morning.
	
 Some people say kids today are spoiled.  They don’t know how good they have it.  They 
take everything for granted.  If that is all true, it is the fault of adults, not the kids.  That’s why I 
feel it is critically important for our students to know about and hear the stories of the people 
who have built GM.  They need to hear how our alumni have taken their GM educations and 
been successful.  That is why the Lancer Legacy events recognize our current student 
achievements against the backdrop of those who have come before.  It is a time for the whole 
General McLane community to celebrate the story of us.
	
 All Lancer Legacy events are open to everyone and all are encouraged to take part.  You 
can find the ticket order at our website or simply call the Education Center, 273-1033, x.5901, to 
make your reservations.
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