
	
 Now I’m not a golfer but I’ve observed that many are afflicted with the addiction.  They 
seem obsessed with the task of getting a small dimpled sphere projected over long distances and 
dropped into a not-much-bigger hole.  I don’t quite understand it but if you possess such an 
addiction, or even a mild attraction to the sport, you can engage in this activity and at the same 
time, help General McLane students.
	
 This Saturday, May 26, the annual golf outing to raise funds for the General McLane 
Foundation will be held at Culbertson Golf Club at 8:30 a.m.  This annual event is used to 
increase our scholarship dollars for GM students.  Over the years, many scholarships have been 
established to recognize students but funds have dwindled. The names of those sought to be 
honored will be forgotten if we don’t keep the funds flowing.  So, you can get together your 
friends, show up at 8:30 a.m. and participate.  Cost per person is $75.00 which also includes 
lunch.  I understand it is great fun to participate in such events and the weather should cooperate.  
	
 It is very important that we support our General McLane Foundation.  In addition to the 
commitment to keep scholarships solvent, the foundation has set up accounts to sustain the costs 
of our science kits and balanced literacy programs.  These programs are highly effective but 
costly.  As a 501 (c)(3) organization, the foundation can also channel funds for any donation to 
help the school district.  It is interesting that in the wake of the brutal cuts to education, many 
school districts are scrambling to create foundations.  Foundations may be the only way public 
schools can maintain some of their great programming.  I am grateful that we have a foundation 
established at General McLane.  Please keep it in mind for your charitable giving, even if you 
don’t partake in the pursuit of the dimpled sphere.  Writing a check to the foundation may be 
simpler than golfing!
	
 The weekend of June 2 and 3rd will host another great GM philanthropic tradition.  The 
annual Relay for Life, benefitting the American Cancer Society,  will be held at Linden field 
beginning at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday morning and continuing until 9:00 a.m. on Sunday morning.  
Throughout the 24 hours, there will be music and all kinds of great activities for young and old 
alike.  Stop by at any time, make a contribution and take part in the sometimes fun, sometimes 
moving experiences.
	
 Charitable giving is a keystone of our nation.  The Center for Philanthropy reported that 
charitable giving in 2010 was valued at 290.89 billion dollars!  Seventy-three percent of that 
giving was by individuals.  Many good things happen in this country because people care to give.  
This is an important part of our culture we must pass on to our young people.   By hosting 
something like the Relay for Life on our campus, we get students involved in the planning and 
participation of the event.  Having the opportunity to practice service and see it modeled by 
adults is critical.
	
 There’s an old saying:  “Charity begins at home.”  For the next two weekends, two 
“home” events will give our community the opportunity to practice giving.  We hope to see you!
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