
	
 (Note:  Though on vacation, I decided to write a Lancer Letter this week.  In spirit of the 
mood of summer vacation, I’ve taken a whimsical approach.)
	

	
 This evening at dinner, my wife asked me what my Lancer Letter was about this week.  I 
told her I was going to write about the questionable things that have been and are happening with 
cyber school financing.  She said I should write about something happier and reminded me that I 
wrote about tomatoes last summer (Lancer Letter #54, No Tomato Left Behind).  She suggested I 
write about zucchini this year.
	
 Okay . . .
	
 There are many things I can say about zucchini.  Zucchini is to summer what fruitcake is 
to Christmas: a ubiquitous food item that is happier given than received.  As a gardener, you 
want to avoid the Zucchini faux paus - taking zucchini to someone who is already growing it.  
It’s a terrible affront.
	
 People are always gracious in receiving zucchini.  “Look dear, Rick brought us a 
zucchini.”  “Isn’t that lovely,” she says, wondering what to do with the other three recently 
received.  It makes no difference if you want to use the zucchini to make bread, prop open a door 
or use as an assault weapon.  The abundance of the vegetable seems to condone waste.
	
 Zucchini is a summer squash. That means the skin is soft, can be eaten when young and 
is available in summer (as opposed to winter squash that doesn’t ripen until late August or early 
September).  When you are growing zucchini, you must be vigilant.  One day you are in your 
garden weeding the beans.  Offended by your attention focused on legumes,  the jealous zucchini 
vine goes into hyper-production.  Suddenly, they grow too large and become filled with seeds 
and grow tough skin.  In their large state, they are only useful as baseball bats.  
	
 The name zucchini sounds Italian, like fettucini or Scaletta.  According to unreliable 
sources, Zucchini, like all squash, has its ancestry in the Americas. However, the varieties of 
squash typically called "zucchini" were developed in Italy, many generations after their 
introduction from the "New World".  Zucchini is the plural version of zuchina, which means 
small pumpkin in Italian.  Scaletta means little mountain climber in Italian.  That “a” ending 
always means small stuff.  (You wait, my growth spurt is coming.)
	
 Now I shall attempt to draw a parallel from zucchini to General McLane.  Um, how about 
to education in general?  Alright, give me a break I’m on vacation.
	
 And by the way, did you know that botanically speaking, zucchini is an immature fruit, 
being the swollen ovary of the zucchini flower?  (I’m giving away swollen ovaries?)
	
 Take that, fruitcake.
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