
! We do good stuff!  Forgive me if I boast, but two recent events have swelled my pride in 
our school district.
	
 Last Friday, I gave a tour of the high school to the Class of 1962.  I’ve done this many 
times over the years as alumni class reunion planners seek the opportunity for classmates to see 
the building, especially if their graduation year is pre-renovation.  As we go through the building, 
it’s not just about the facility.  It’s about what our expert staff does with the facility.  I explain the 
many programs we offer and the multiple opportunities provided for our students.  
	
 Technology education, computer science, music, art, family living, foreign language and 
business education are all departments that give students the opportunity to explore, develop and 
refine interests and talents they may not have known they had were it not for the broad range of 
offerings.  The high school also offers “stretch learning” experiences in the five core areas of 
English, math, science, social studies and physical education.  Taken as a whole, the high school 
is an incubator for adolescents to birth and refine their talents, their interests and the essence of 
their being.
	
 And, as you might guess, things are really different from the way they were in 1962.
	
 Early in the week, I hosted our new teacher induction program for our new hires.  Part of 
this program includes touring all the buildings in the district to give our new faculty a sense of 
the bigger picture.  When you take a new teaching job, you’re so absorbed in the tasks at hand, 
you don’t have time to think about what happens in the rest of the district.  So, we take the time 
to visit each building and get an idea of what happens there.
	
 When going through the elementary schools, I spoke of how strongly committed our 
teachers are to getting our students to read.  It’s humbling when you think of how they juggle 
twenty students at different levels, dealing with the baggage they may bring from home and a 
plethora of learning challenges and strengths.  The science behind learning to read is staggering 
and our teachers put in endless hours to apply it to each individual’s unique needs.  And reading 
is not the only subject they teach!
	
 The middle school bristles with energy, even when the students aren’t around.  There’s 
just something about that building.  The staff there has worked hard in recent years to meet the 
varied and significant needs of this age group.  The staff has exhibited great creativity, working 
diligently to provide activities and learning experiences that help focus the energy of the pre-
adolescent in positive and productive directions.  
	
 Parents experience the district one year at a time through the experience of each child.  
When you have the opportunity to take it all in as a whole, it’s pretty impressive.  When children 
come back to school next week, rest assured the continuum of teaching and caring will kick into 
high gear and the kids lucky enough to be a Lancer, will be exposed to a great education! 

Lancer #98! Pride


