
! Outerwear comes mostly in darker colors.  Coats and jackets are usually black, brown or 
darker shades of other colors.  So, on a day when the thermometer topped 90 and the humidity 
was still high, the Lancer faithful came to the opening football game at Linden Field in t-shirts 
and polo shirts – and most often, those shirts were red.
	
 I’ve seen crowds on the home bleachers at Linden Field before but somehow, this night 
seemed different.  Everyone was showing their support for our Lancers by donning school colors 
and there seemed to be both a sense of anticipation and homecoming.  After three months of no 
school activities, the GM family was reunited and looking to share another year together.
	
 A football game at Linden field is a manifestation our our first core value:  Community – 
We value a sense of community within the district and with the community at large.  Parents of 
football players, cheerleaders and band members come to see their children perform; but, not just 
those with a child involved are there.  There are community members whose children have long 
graduated, parents of future high schoolers, retirees and people who just want to support what is 
happening in our school. 
	
 We have so many ways to entertain ourselves these days.  A night out for dinner, 
watching a movie at home or the theater, shopping in an air conditioned mall or reading a book at 
home are all more comfortable than being at a high school football game when the weather is too 
hot, too wet or too cold.   We are blessed that we have a community where so many people feel a 
part of the lives of our students.  This is not the case in every community in America.  
	
 There is a commitment to the youth in our schools.  Commitment is another of our core 
values and we value those who dedicate themselves to serve over the long term.  On that note, I 
must mention that when the notes of the marching band sounded for their season debut, it 
marked the 37th year that John Marszalek has been leading the GM band.  That is an unusually 
long tenure for a music teacher to work with a marching band.  Many days of band camp in the 
blazing sun and nights in the pouring rain, snow and hail along with a grueling fall schedule 
cause  marching band directors to maintain short tenures; but, John is an example of the kind of 
commitment we value in our school community.
	
 This week we have another home game.  It is an important game in terms of league 
standings.  Our student pep club leaders are calling for a “red out” asking all in attendance to 
wear red.   Let’s oblige them and have another night in Linden Field that is decidedly red!!
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