
! Unlike most children, when I was a child I did not enjoy parades or amusement parks.  
While I know most kids get excited about these experiences, these activities just did not appeal 
to me.  It was ironic, then, that I spent eight years playing in a marching band and eight years as 
the GM assistant marching band director marching in parades and going to amusement parks.  
Ah, poetic justice . . .
	
 One exception to my dislike of parades was always the Edinboro Univeristy 
Homecoming Parade.  There was something exhilarating about walking down the streets of town 
with the mighty Lancer band and having the entire community there to cheer them on.  The sense 
of pride is unequaled.
	
 Even now as a spectator, I can’t wait until the GM band comes by.  Seeing the GM flags 
in the distance still produces an autonomic response as necks strain and ears perk in anticipation.   
The band has long been “the pride and spirit of General McLane” and their class and excellence 
is something for which everyone in the district can be proud.
	
 Last year, we had nearly 40 meetings with employees and community members to help us 
discern the core values that exist within our district.  Easily, the number one core value noted 
was the sense of community that exists here.  The Edinboro Homecoming parade is one 
manifestation of that core value.  You can literally see community happening.
	
 I wish to acknowledge EUP interim president, Jim Moran, for recognizing the importance 
of sharing this university tradition with the community.  This was the fourth homecoming parade 
for our seniors and the first time they got to march through the town.  I’m sure they will tell you 
how different it was this year and I’m glad they got to have the experience that I always loved.
	
 I think the General McLane School District needs to have a good, working relationship 
with Edinboro University since we are both a large part of the community.  I have had the 
opportunity to meet with Provost Phil Ginetti a number of times over the past few months and 
we are continuing to dialogue about ways the district and university can work together.  I believe 
we are entering a new era in this regard and I am excited about what is to come, as long as it 
doesn’t involve an amusement park.
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