
	
 Many school districts across the country occupy buildings that were built during the early 
20th century.  While these buildings often present challenges in the area of maintenance, they 
often have something very valuable:  memorials to our soldiers.  Since the General McLane 
School District did not exist until the sixties, none of our buildings provide daily reminders to 
our students that freedom is not free.  That is one reason I am very grateful that the middle 
school conducts an annual program around Veteran’s Day to teach our students the importance of 
those who served us in the military.
	
 This year’s event was held on November 9 and saw a record 120 veterans attend the 
program.  After being treated to breakfast,  a ceremony was held in the large group instruction 
room.  The ceremony included patriotic music, presentation of colors, an address by a veteran 
(this year Kip Allen) and the reading of essays written by 8th graders.
	
 The essay theme was, “What would you tell the founding fathers?”  Mikayla Kiser wants 
to tell them that the “democracy, that they so strongly stood for and believed in, has lasted over 
200 years!”  Ideas rooted in truth last over time and I think it is good that one so young can see 
the importance of time-tested democracy!
	
 Our founding fathers knew that the young republic, relying on democratic ideals, would 
need an educated populace to survive.  The emphasis on education was noted by Kristie Ferrick 
who stated, “Education for everyone . . . It is one thing many countries deprive their citizens of.”  
Kristie went on to note that religious freedom is another value setting the United States apart 
from many.  
	
 Jacqueline Roeback asked an insightful question:  “I can’t help but wonder if our country 
is what they (founding fathers) wanted it to be.”   Jacqueline summarizes her main point by 
stating, “There is no way to force citizens into anything because the Constitution guarantees 
citizens freedom of choice.”  It is an ironic observation that the freedom of choice the founding 
fathers cherished may be the very thing that keeps us as a nation from realizing their complete 
ideal.
	
 After quoting the opening words of the U.S. Constitution, Joel Linebach thanked the 
soldiers and many others who took part in fighting for this nation.  He noted that “the founding 
fathers deserve a “Thank You” for never stopping when it was rough . . . for letting us define 
ourselves in both government and individuality.”  I never thought about it in those terms, but 
defining ourselves as a government and as individuals has been the essence of the struggle of 
democracy.   How do we maintain our personal freedoms while having a government “promote 
the general welfare?”   Good observation, Joel.
	
  I remember being at my parent’s 65th wedding anniversary dinner.  As I looked around 
the table that included five of my mother’s siblings and their spouses, I realized every man had 
fought in World War II and every woman served the war effort in some way.   Our current 
generation is three times removed from this experience that gripped a total nation.  I worry 
sometimes that our young people don’t have the opportunity to appreciate the sacrifice made for 
them.  I’m grateful that the middle school provides this program.
	
 By way of thanking our veterans, I will close with Joel’s closing lines:
	
 “I thank all of the veterans, here today, for your support and leadership for this 
country.  .  .  All of you should be proud of yourselves for being tough and unbreakable.  You 
have moved not only me but others as well, and your legacy shall go on for as long as the human 
race lives on.  Thank you for everything you have done.”
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