
	
 These are times of high anxiety and nagging questions.  What will the new health care 
law bring?   Will the economy continue to recover?  Are the Mayans right about the world ending 
on December 21st?  Should I do my Christmas shopping in case they were wrong?
	
 With all the uncertainties of this present age, imagine how unsettled people were during 
the Civil War.  Brother fought brother and the future of the country was a big question.  Yet even 
against this backdrop of the greatest conflict fought on American soil, President Abraham 
Lincoln recognized the importance of taking stock of what is good in our lives.
	
 On October 3, 1863, Lincoln proclaimed a national Thanksgiving Day, to be celebrated 
on the final Thursday in November 1863.  The document, written by William Seward read, in 
part:

	
 In the midst of a civil war of unequalled magnitude and severity, which 
has sometimes seemed to foreign States to invite and to provoke their aggression, 
peace has been preserved with all nations, order has been maintained, the laws have 
been respected and obeyed, and harmony has prevailed everywhere except in the 
theatre of military conflict; while that theatre has been greatly contracted by the 
advancing armies and navies of the Union. Needful diversions of wealth and of 
strength from the fields of peaceful industry to the national defence, have not arrested 
the plough, the shuttle, or the ship; the axe had enlarged the borders of our 
settlements, and the mines, as well of iron and coal as of the precious metals, have 
yielded even more abundantly than heretofore. Population has steadily increased, 
notwithstanding the waste that has been made in the camp, the siege and the battle-
field; and the country, rejoicing in the consciousness of augmented strength and vigor, 
is permitted to expect continuance of years, with large increase of freedom.

	
 We need to take a lesson from these words.  We tend to get so focused on our problems 
that we forget all the great things that are happening around us.  Our level of comfort has 
increased significantly since Lincoln’s time while our degree of want has decreased.   Yet, we 
sometimes become so absorbed in our selfishness that what are relatively minimal issues become 
elevated beyond their real significance.
	
 As I look around our school district I see many reasons to give thanks:  students who 
show respect and kindness;  teachers totally committed to these students;  administrators who 
lead with vision and compassionate hearts;  bus drivers, cafeteria workers, maintenance 
professionals, cleaning staff, and technologists that take pride in their work and do it for the kids;    
parents who support the efforts of everyone in the school district; and, a community that takes 
pride in its schools and provides the support to keep the educational program strong.
	
 I hope that this week when you gather with friends and family, that you realize the rich 
blessings of your life offered in a nation of freedom.  
	
 In regard to recognizing our blessings, Lincoln said,  “It has seemed to me fit and proper 
that they should be solemnly, reverently and gratefully acknowledged as with one heart and 
voice by the whole American people.”
	
 Let us as a school district, community and nation raise one voice this week in thanks!
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