
 R U in?  CTC?  C U later, tx.

 If you can’t interpret the language of these opening three lines, then you haven’t become 
adept at reading text messages from teenagers.  In order to save energy by conserving 
thumbstrokes, a new code or language if you will, has been developed.
 For some of our less disciplined students, this lazy but efficient method of 
communication is finding its way into formal writing.  Teachers of writing make corrections, 
admonishing students that formal writing is no place for this cryptic code.
 Rest assured that the message is getting across and most General McLane students can 
write well.  Evidence of this boast can be found in two recognitions from last month.
 Karen Lerch, the advisor for the GM student newspaper, The Lancer Ledger, recently 
took students to the Pennsylvania Scholastic Press Association’s state conference.  There 
students competed by writing under deadline pressure.  One gold medal was awarded in each 
category and GM walked away with three!    Karin Denton took the gold in News Writing, 
Maddie O’Neill earned a goal in Editorial Writing and David Solberg earned gold in Feature 
Writing.  We are very proud of our young writers!
 While at the conference, our students made submissions of their first edition of the 
newspaper into the design category competition.  Their four submissions each won a medal, 
garnering 2 golds, one silver and a bronze.  If you have seen what a Lancer Ledger looks like as 
of late, you would quickly agree that their work is very professional and worthy of recognition.
 Diane Bremner is the advisor for our yearbook, The Imperator.  She made the decision 
last year to take a more journalistic approach to the publication.  This required students to not 
only tell the story of the year in pictures, but to write the story as well.  The effort paid off.
 Our yearbook is published by Walsworth Yearbooks.  They recognize 15% of the 
thousands of books they publish in their “Gallery of Excellence.”  I am pleased to report that last 
year’s book made it into the gallery and will now be a model throughout the country as 
Walsworth representatives work with other schools.  What a great honor.
 Good writing does not begin and end at the high school.  It is a product of the K-12 effort 
and our kindergarten teachers who begin the process by teaching the alphabet, are as much a part 
of our student’s writing achievements, as are all the teachers along the way.
 If you didn’t figure out the opening lines:  Are you in?  Care to chat?  See you later, 
thanks.
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