
! If one were to list the things that make the holiday season special, music would certainly 
be on that list.  Christmas is the time we listen to the same recordings of the same music every 
year.  If you think about it, there are probably no other recordings you listen to systematically 
once a year.  
	
 Our music department recognizes the special place music plays in this season and are 
busy working with our students to present concerts and programs throughout the month.  It began 
on December 1 when the 8th Grade Band provided the music for the Lighting of the Lights 
celebration in Edinboro.  John Roden, our middle school band director, led the band as the 
community celebrated the beginning of the season.
	
 On Friday, December 9th, the high school again hosted the annual Christmas luncheon 
for the Edinboro Senior Citizens Club and the McKean Lioness Club.  This has become a 
highlight of the year as high school students host these wonderful people who have contributed 
so much to our community over the years.  John Marszalek hosts the event in the band room and 
this year he led GM Jazz as they provided music for the gathering.
	
 Always a major production, Nancy Vandenhonert provided another great opportunity for 
middle school students to perform.  On Tuesday the 13th, the middle school choirs presented 
their annual holiday concert in the auditorium.  As always, it was a source of pride for parents 
and the school.
	
 On December 21st you can treat yourself to a smorgasbord of holiday music.  The 
evening starts in the high school auditorium at 6:30 p.m.  There will be four groups performing.
	
 Starting off the evening will be the high school’s Holiday Choir.  Amazingly, there are 
135 students who participate in this choir.  For most of the student’s in this group, this will be 
their first public singing experience.  Unlike many schools, singing is “cool” at GM and not just 
limited to kids interested in music but rather draws from the entire student body.  Bruce Yates 
does an incredible job taking these kids from square one and leading them to present an 
enjoyable event for the audience.
	
 At 7:30, John Roden will conduct the 7th and 8th grade band.  John is excited about a 
new twist this year.  During the concert there will be a brief performance by a student-led 7th 
grade group.  These students have taken the initiative to select their music and schedule 
additional practices.  Music is one of those areas that lends itself well to developing leadership in 
students and it is great to see these types of opportunities provided.
	
 At 8:15, the Developmental Band and Symphonic Wind Ensemble will play.  The 
Developmental Band is composed primarily of 9th graders and this will be their first concert 
performance in high school.  This band is the size of most 9-12 high school bands and their 
quality reflects a maturity of musical performance not usually found at this grade level.  The 
Symphonic Wind Ensemble is composed of juniors and seniors and would be considered the 
advanced instrumental concert group.  Their talents always delight audiences.
	
 These final two bands will be directed by John Marszalek who will be conducting his 
37th Christmas concert at the school.  For all those years, John has programmed the song, White 
Christmas.  I still remember the year we went into the concert with a snowless season and came 
out to a perfectly romantic Christmas snowfall.  I hope that magic happens again (as long as I 
don’t have to call a snow day!)
	
 On the final day before Christmas break,  GM Jazz will travel to the elementary schools 
and add to the electricity already in the air with the little ones.  This annual tradition is enjoyed 
by the students and teachers alike.
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 Everyone will assert that this is a busy time of year.  When you are a musician and music 
teacher, it is especially busy.  We can all be appreciative and grateful to our music department for 
the opportunities they provide for our students and the entertainment they provide for us.  
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