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I remember sitting at a girlsʼ basketball game a number of years ago when we 
played Central Tech. Central had a very good team that year. Three of the 
starters 
came from Collegiate Academy. (Collegiate students may choose any city school 
to 
participate in athletics.) I began to wonder what would happen if that team would 
make 
it to the state championship. Would the pep assemblies be at Central, or 
Collegiate? 
What community would rise up to support them? 
The history of public education is one where the public schools are an integral 
part of the community. That is changing with charter schools, magnet schools, 
cyber 
schools and the growth of American complacency. Personally, I am glad to work 
in a 
public school that is still part of a community that takes an active interest in its 
schools. 
The strength of our community is very evident during the Christmas season. 
For over two decades, General McLane students in grades K-6 have been given 
the opportunity to shop for necessary winter clothing that cannot be afforded by 
some 
families. The shopping trip has been primarily funded by a group known as the A-
H 
Club. This organization has given $118,000 to our families in need since 1986! 
This is 
an amazing testament to the level of care and concern from our community to 
our 
students. 
I know for many years at the high school, the McKean Lionness Club has made 
an annual donation for families in need at Christmas. As principal, I always 
appreciated 
the opportunity to brighten a life by providing some much needed cash. 
Our school nurses tell me that throughout the year, they can call any one of three 
local churches and have a familyʼs need for food or clothing met. During the 
Christmas 
season, these churches make an extra effort to help. 
This year, our health care provider, Highmark, also provided us with 30 warm 
winter coats to distribute to children who needed them. 
I am so happy to live and work in a community that not only says it cares about 
its schools, but lives it out. When you have a community where individuals, 
organizations, churches and businesses support its youth, success is possible for 
the 
children. It is comforting to know that we have a community that will help children 
meet 
basic needs so that we can educate. 
During this holiday season, it is my hope that everyone in the General McLane 
Community will know the peace, love and hope that is part of this season. Merry 
Christmas to all! 


