
 The Wrong shall fail,
The Right prevail,

With peace on earth, good-will to men!
Christmas Bells

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

	
 This final stanza of Longfellow’s poem, demonstrates a strong faith in mankind given the 
circumstances under which it was written.  The Civil War was raging.  His wife was killed and 
his son crippled.   There was no end in sight to the war, yet he found hope that right would 
prevail.
	
 Educators produce hope throughout the year.  A quality education is the first and best 
hope a young person has for living a life of productivity and happiness.  While many children 
come to us from a situation of despair, educators have the power to help them change their 
situation.
	
 During this holiday season when words spoken and sung speak of hope, I cannot help 
think of what happens every day in this school district.  A child steps onto a bus and hears a 
friendly greeting.  A teacher takes an interest in a student’s life outside of school pursuits.  A 
counselor or nurse truly listens to the plight of a child whose life seems hopeless.   The spirit of 
the holiday is lived out daily at General McLane. 
	
 There are those that would belittle or minimize what schools do on a daily basis.  I am 
pleased that many parents and community members in General McLane often recognize the extra 
effort put forth by our teachers, administrators and support personnel.  Last year as we conducted 
strategic planning sessions with the public, we heard story after story about the difference our 
dedicated staff makes in lives of children.  Consider this quote from a parent referring to her 
child’s teacher, Mrs. Kelly Campbell:
	
 “I am not sure how she does it with a class full of children but she gets to know each and 
everyone and identifies their strengths and weaknesses and works with them.” 
	
 This small miracle of a teacher knowing every child is repeated in all our classrooms.
	
 Consider this quote from a parent relating her daughter’s experience at Camp Fitch:
	
 “Her excitement and enthusiasm lasted all weekend and her eyes sparkled when she 
retold her adventures to her dad and grandma.  This trip is quite an undertaking and you all 
should be commended for making the experience so special for all the students.  I can only 
imagine the amount of organization and energy that goes into this trip.  We appreciate your time 
and dedication!”
	
 The hope offered students by our staff is amplified within the community.  Last week, I 
was taken to a room in McKean Elementary, filled with packages of toys and clothing for 
families in need.  Members of St. Francis in McKean took prescriptive tree ornaments and 
purchased needed items.  Individuals have called the school and asked to “adopt families” who 
need help.  The staff at McKean has been overwhelmed by the generosity of this community and 
each building has a similar story to share.
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 This season is filled with wishes for peace, love and hope.  I consider myself blessed to 
work in a profession where we work to create hope on a daily basis and I am blessed to live in a 
community that joins us in this effort.
	
 As you enjoy this holiday season, let’s give thanks for the hope-makers among us.
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