
 Two weeks ago this Lancer Letter took at look at our financial future.  I explained 
that half of our funding is provided by the state subsidy we receive and since the state is 
four to five billion dollars in debt, we are expecting a sever reduction in that subsidy to 
the tune of at least 1.2 million.
 Due to our heavy dependence on state funding, we are anxiously awaiting the 
release of our new governor’s budget on March 8.  He has promised to address the deficit 
with no increase in taxes or fees.  That leaves the option of some heavy-duty cuts.  His 
initial ideas sound promising as he is looking to cut waste and streamline government but 
we know education is going to take a big hit.
 The thing I find baffling, though, is the first new piece of legislation introduced in 
early January by Sen. Piccola (R-Dauphin) and Sen. Williams (D-Phladelphia).  Senate 
Bill #1 intends to offer $9000 school vouchers to private and parochial schools for low 
income students in underperforming schools the first two years, and then expand the 
program to all schools. 
 My purpose here is not to debate the validity of vouchers (School choice has not 
been proven to improve education in states where widely adopted so why beat a dead 
horse?  Our legislators have never let research stand in the way of their opinions.)  My 
purpose here is to ask why, with the state treasury so deeply in debt, would your first act 
be to spend more money?  In my opinion, the legislature should be looking at legislation 
to curtail spending, not increase it.  And, of course, the bill does not state where the 
money will come from.
 I understand that the Republicans now have a majority and want to do things they 
were formerly unable to do.  I know they want to make their mark.  I completely 
understand that as a new superintendent beginning my tenure.  There are many things I’d 
like to put in next year’s budget to advance the goals and dreams I have for our district.  
But now is simply not the time.  Now is the time for disciplined spending in our district, 
and in Harrisburg.
 The debate will rage over vouchers.  Arguments will center around whether public 
money should be used for religious education and whether vouchers really serve to 
improve or hurt public education.  I hope that someone besides myself will raise a more 
fundamental issue on this matter:  Let’s quit spending money we don’t have!
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