
 A few weeks ago I walked into a third grade art class.  Within three seconds of spotting 
me, a boy in the class said to me assertively, “Buy more books for the library!”  Though his 
statement did not lack volume or clarity, my surprise at this comment prompted me to ask, “What 
did you say?”  He repeated emphatically, “Buy more books!”
 In my position as superintendent, it has been interesting to see how elementary age 
students interpret my position and powers.  To this young man, I apparently have an “Oz-like” 
quality, able to grant wishes.  I would expect a third grade boy petitioning the great Oz to ask for 
more recess time, a different lunch menu or even more time for physical education.  But, books?  
He asked for books!
 What a great testament his appeal is to what our teachers are doing in the elementary 
schools.  Reading is so critical.  I witnessed the importance of a good foundation in reading often 
while working in the high school.  Most of the kids who struggled academically and behaviorally 
were poor readers.  When a youngster, especially male, begins to struggle with reading, he often 
turns to misbehavior.  In the unwritten code of adolescents and pre-adolescents, it is a far better 
thing to be bad, than to be perceived stupid.
 Since moving to the balanced literacy model nearly five years ago, our elementary 
teachers have found a way to instill the love of reading into our children.  By being attentive to 
each child’s individual reading needs, teachers have opened doors for children that have not been 
previously opened.  But it is tremendously tedious and time consuming work for our teachers and 
there are still students who need additional one on one help.  That is why we are making a 
concerted effort to get volunteers into our grade K-6 classrooms.
 We are looking for people in our community with a little time and a willingness to help 
some of our students. This help can be offered in many ways:  listening to a student read, 
working with a group of readers, helping students with math, or simply assisting the teacher with 
some of the many classroom clerical tasks.
 We know we have many retirees in our district and realize there is often travel and 
inconsistent schedules involved.  We are willing to work with that, if you are willing to help.
 If you’d like to get involved, you can go into any of the school offices and complete a 
form where you will describe your time constraints and types of tasks with which you’d like to 
help.  We will then match your desires and availabilities with teachers’ needs.
 You can also download the form from our web page or call and have one mailed to you.
 For decades, educators have talked about the importance of meeting children’s individual 
learning needs.  It is  happening in our elementary schools and it is exciting.  We welcome those 
who would like to be part of this exciting time in our schools.
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