
 Every time I have a conversation with someone about charter schools, specifically cyber 
charters, the person tells me that no one understands what I’ve explained and I should let people 
know.  So, people, I’m letting you know.
 To understand how we got here, we have to go back to the Ridge administration in the 
90’s.  Governor Ridge, like Governor Corbett, had the unproven, erroneous belief that vouchers 
would “fix” public education.   But Ridge faced opposition on vouchers and in the middle of the 
night budget negotiations that have a few people determining the direction of the state, Ridge 
settled for a charter school law.
Charter schools are independent, public schools that receive a “charter” from the local 
school board of the district in which they operate.  While charter schools are public and subject 
to most laws, they are given relief from some mandates and enjoy greater freedom than we do in 
public districts.
 After the charter school law was put into effect, cyber schooling (taking classes strictly 
on the computer at home) came into vogue.  The charter school law which was conceived for 
“brick and mortar” schools was applied to cyber charters.  So now, if the school board in 
Harrisburg, PA approves a cyber charter, our students may attend it at no cost.  Well, no cost to 
the student’s family but at great cost to the district.
 A child who enrolls in a cyber charter usually receives a computer and gets assigned to 
classes over the computer.  The child can take his classes at any time of the day so for many the 
appeal is logging on when convenient.
When a General McLane student enrolls in a cyber charter school, $8500 is taken from 
our state subsidy and given to the charter school.  If that child is a special education child, the 
amount taken from us is $16,000.  We have no control over whether a student goes and once 
enrolled in the cyber charter, we have no right to that student’s records without parent consent.  
In other words, we pay for it but there is no accountability to us.  
The number of students enrolled in cyber charter schools across the state has increased 
more than 4,000 percent, from just 582 in 2000-2001 to 27,779 in 2010-2011.  The cost for each 
student paid by the district varies across the state based on a state formula.  Some districts pay 
more per pupil than we do and others pay less.
 At General McLane, we had 28 students enrolled in cyber charter schools in 2010-2011.  
That cost the district roughly $280,000.  The state reimbursed us for 30% of that cost but 
Governor Corbett has eliminated that reimbursement for next year so we will pay the full cost.
 Of the 28 students who were enrolled this past year, only 8 have ever set foot in one of 
our schools, so there is not a great exodus of disgruntled students.  Most entered cyber school 
from home education.  (Home education is when the parent teaches the children at home.  There 
is no cost to the district for home education.)   Our 28 students were spread out over 10 of the 11 
cyber charters in the state.  Our list included two children in kindergarten and went up through 
most grade levels.  I would note that only 2 of the 10 cyber charter schools made Adequate 
Yearly Progress on the state tests while all General McLane schools have made adequately yearly 
progress.
 That’s the basics of the cyber charter movement.  Next week, I will address some 
concerns we face moving forward with cyber charter schools.
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