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The sound of beating drums. The crack of shoulder pads. The thud of a well-placed foot 
on a soccer ball. When these sounds are heard on the Route 99 campus of General 
McLane School District, it can only mean one thing: schools are soon to open and classes 
will soon begin. 

The 2010-2011 school year will be exciting. Thirteen new staff members and two 
familiar faces in mew leadership positions will create a slightly different flavor to a 
familiar recipe of quality student achievement. I am personally excited to begin my 31st 
year with the district, now as superintendent. I look forward to communicating with the 
community with this vehicle known a the “Lancer Letter.” 

Each week I will vary my submission. Sometimes it will be a highlight to what has, or 
will be happening. Sometimes, it may feature some of our remarkable staff or students. 
And sometimes, I may offer advice for dealing with kids or commentary on some aspect 
of education. In any case, I hope to keep lines of communication open with the 
community. 

To begin, I want to inform you of a significant change in our student information 
management system. Out former system know as MacSchool, was purchased by Pearson 
Education and phased out of support. We were offered a program called PowerSchool in 
its place. 

PowerSchool is a comprehensive and robust program. It will offer us many opportunities 
we did not have previously – eventually. This year will be extremely challenging as we 
try to learn the basics. Faculty will be learning a new electronic attendance and grading 
program. Office staff will learn to master student demographic, attendance and discipline 
modules. Nurses will explore the intricacies of the health data opportunities. 
Administrators and guidance personnel are presently working to learn the massive 
scheduling functions of the new system. Technology support personnel will work 
furiously to meet the technical and training demands of this vast implementation. 

As we work to master the complexities of this program, patience will be required by all. 
Ine of the strengths of this program is that it is web-based, and once we are confident in 
what we are doing, parents will be able to access their child’s attendance and grades 
online (hopefully, second semester if all goes well). So parents, as you work with school 
officials this year, give them an extra stoke or two. They will be dealing with the 
frustration associated with taking 15 minutes to learn something you used to be able to do 
in one minute! 

Here’s to a great year of growth and learning! 


