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 Mathematics.  Some students love this subject.  Others strongly dislike it.   
Many are phobic about it.  If you are one of the people who say, “I can’t do math,” 
I have a request for you.  Don’t tell your children.  It will become their excuse. 
 Mathematical literacy is growing in importance for the survival of 
democracy.  Consider authors like John Allen Paulos (Innumeracy) and David 
Shenk (Data Smog:  Surviving the Information Glut).  They point to the critical 
need to wade through vast amounts of information and discern fact from fiction.  
In a republic such as ours, citizens must be able to analyze the data that is 
present, and not present, to make informed decisions. 
 Let’s put it on a personal level.  How many times has a friend or your child 
said, “Everyone thinks . . .”   Everyone?  Really?  Push for number.  Are we 
talking about a conversation with one person that turned into “everyone” or was it 
just our circle of friends?  Could we convert that to a ratio?  Likely, we would find 
“everyone” is a small proportion. 
 Notice the discussion here about math skills is not about basic computation:  
multiplication, addition, subtraction and division.  These skills are basic and 
requisite to 21st century survival.  Equally important in this new century are the 
conceptual skills related to math.  If we can compute that “everyone” is actually 
3% of the people in a certain set, that number is irrelevant if we don’t understand 
what 3% represents in a conceptual framework. 
 This year the General McLane School District is implementing a new math 
program.  Our overarching purpose and goal is to help students understand math 
conceptually.  Yes, basic computation is still fundamental and important but it 
cannot stop there.  Students must know the bigger picture of what numbers and 
calculations represent.  They must probe, investigate, experiment and 
manipulate numbers to gain deeper understanding and the ability to transfer the 
knowledge across disciplines. 
 If you are a parent, you will begin to see the foundation of this new program 
in the weeks and months ahead.  There are new textbooks and a host of new 
materials.  The Grade 1-5 program offers sources of differentiated materials:  for 
those struggling, those right on the mark and those that need a greater 
challenge. 
 The sixth grade program has been devised by our very talented and skilled 
sixth grade staff who will transition students from the elementary program to the 
secondary program for grades 7-12.  At the secondary level, we hope to take 
kids to a new level of conceptual understanding where ultimately, solving real-
world, unpredictable problems is what will prepare students for careers in science 
and engineering – and make them better all-around thinkers. 
 One new twist to the K-12 program is online resources.  Students will be 
pointed to websites where they can see their book, find online help and additional 
resources.   Students can opt for the online version of the book to avoid carrying 
around the large volume (books are available for every child, though).  These 
online resources will enhance teacher instruction, not replace it. 
 If you are the math phobic noted in the opening paragraph, perhaps these 



online resources can help you develop a new outlook on math – it’s never too 
late! 
 Author Daniel Pink in his book, A Whole New Mind, makes the case that 
we have left the information age and are now in the conceptual age.   We believe 
that we have taken a big step in our math program that will prepare our students 
for their conceptual future. 


