
Lancer Letter #157/307 Kick off the Season
(Commitment and consistency are qualities in scarce supply in this modern age of instant gratification.  

This year, our Holiday Arts Fair celebrates its tenth year so this week, I am reprinting a letter I did on it in 2013 
with some updates.  I hope to see you there.)

Not very long ago, the words “craft fair” would send me running.  The thought of looking at clothespins 
made into reindeer and wreaths made from plastic pop can rings did not excite me.  Those things still do not 
excite me, but I do get excited about the annual Holiday Arts Fair here at General McLane.  This event, now in 
its tenth year, is not your normal craft fair.

Organizer of this event since its inception, Sally Scarlett, has worked to insure that the vendors at this 
event are both craftsman and artists.  You won’t find anything kitschy here.  The vendor items at this event are 
worthy to be Christmas presents for my wife and let me tell you, that’s a pretty high standard.  (A kitschy 
present or impersonal home appliance are big no-no’s under my Christmas tree.)

I encourage you to come to the high school next Saturday, November19 from 10:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
and kick off your Christmas shopping season.

You will find beautiful, hand-crafted jewelry from a large variety of vendors.  Men, why buy your wife 
or girlfriend something hundreds of other women have when you can get a one of a kind from a true artist?  
Shop at the Holiday Arts Fair and you are guaranteed to score points with the Mrs. and erase that blundered year 
you gave her a Scum-buster (Hey, I figured you can’t go wrong with Black and Decker.)

You can also find many fabric items.  Handbags, warm sherpa socks, crocheted items and many other 
carefully constructed clothes are available.   For the man on your Christmas list, a number of woodworking 
artists offer a variety of items from bowls to statues.  A nice wine bottle stopper can be a hit.  The detail and 
creativity that go into some of these wood items always amaze me.

In the spirit of the season, you will find many holiday items at the Holiday Arts Fair.  Duh.  Again, these 
are quality items with an artistic flair:  one of a kind Christmas ornaments, Christmas gifts, outside and inside 
decorations and cards that will give your Christmas season a special feel.  Even if you buy nothing, you leave 
the Holiday Arts Fair in the spirit of the season after seeing these beautiful creations.

One of my favorite parts of the event is food, glorious food! (Note:  “food, glorious food” is a quote 
from the musical being presented Nov 17-20, Oliver)   A number of vendors present locally produced items like 
the honey from Kirk Johnson’s “Lil Bit-O-Honey”, maple syrup from Jan Woods’ “Hurry Hill Farm” and cheese 
from the Showman’s “Conneautee Creamery.”  And then, there are Christmas confections presented by 
chocolatiers and bakers.  

I must digress for a moment to give a shout out to my annual Holiday Arts Fair “fix”:  the chocolate/
caramel covered white grapes from Finney’s Chocolate Shoppe.   Now, you can find chocolate covered grapes 
most places, but caramel too?  That’s where the artistry comes in.  Absolutely divine!

If you’re not into shopping, Christmas or eating, there are other activities.  A number of raffles and 
auctions are held as well as a bake sale.  Music groups  perform between 10:30 a.m.  and 1:30 p.m.   And, you 
can catch lunch made by volunteers from the Edinboro Fire Department.

If I haven’t yet convinced you to come to this week’s Holiday Arts Fair on Saturday, consider this:  
Proceeds from your $2.50 admission (students and children are free) will benefit the scholarship funds for our 
students.  I have written before about the growing importance of foundations for public education and the 
Holiday Arts Fair is a major fundraiser for the General McLane Foundation.

In addition to supporting our students, you will be supporting local artists who spend the year designing 
and creating their wares for you.  I mentioned some of them in this letter but there are nearly 100 in all, each 
deserving of our support.

I look forward to seeing you next Saturday, November 19.  I get there in the morning – I’d hate for the 
chocolate/caramel grapes to sell out before I get there.  What a damper on the season that would be!


