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Enduring Traditions.  New Beginnings.
Have you ever found yourself waiting for a web page to load and you become impatient? 

Then, you realize you are unhappy about waiting just a few seconds and think how silly you are 
being?  The speed of technology has created a new level of agitation as our world deals more in 
seconds and minutes instead of days and weeks.  

Unfortunately, this impatience is causing society to abandon pursuits that take time, hard 
work and persistence.  That is why the celebration of this year’s 35th Annual Broadway Dinner 
was so amazing.  Despite fast and easy being the order of the day,  The Broadway Dinner has for 
35 years stood as a testament to the fact that quality takes time and effort.

It is not a shock to anyone who has attended this event to learn that it is a time intensive 
production.  For this to have lasted 35 years and grown as much as it has is a tribute, first and 
foremost, to the dedication and commitment of Bruce and Trisha Yates.  Their lives are totally 
consumed during the 9 weeks of this production and they spend much of their time throughout 
the year watching shows, planning this show and planning the school musical.  They have 
elevated this event to a whole new level and have provided thousands of students with a 
professional and transforming experience. 

The Broadway Dinner teaches students to engage in something of value and gives them 
an opportunity to learn that fast and easy isn’t always the best route.  To deliver the level of 
performance seen at this event takes hours and hours of practice.  Sometimes students will feel 
like giving up, but they persist.  And when the magic happens in the performances, they learn 
that the effort needed is worth it – a valuable lesson they can apply to future careers, 
relationships and challenges.

While audiences see a polished, high quality performance, what they don’t know is how 
for many students, their song is about their life.  American Musical Theater reflects the human 
condition and affirms our humanity.  Some students in the dinner not only give their first public 
performance, but also make a connection to the human condition explored while relating to the 
plight of the character portrayed.  For these students, the experience is life-changing.

On the Tuesday preceding the Dinner, a new event launched at Parker Middle School.  
The first ever Creative Art Expo gave middle school students the opportunity to express 
themselves in a variety of ways.   

Spearheaded by teachers Christina Martin, Pam Glasl, Jami Calfee and Dave Williams, 
the public had the opportunity to see what our students have produced.  Visual works of art and 
hand sewn dresses created during this year were on display.  Throughout the hallways, students 
provided live recitations of poetry and discussions of books they’ve read.  Some acted out scenes 
from plays or movies.  In the cafeteria, hundreds of cookies baked by students were available to 
be sampled and partakers then voted for their favorite cookie.  

It was a great night for our students to learn that their creative efforts can be appreciated 
by others.  Opportunities like this for our students to display their work and to perform in front of 
others are critical to help students “become all they are capable of being.”  We know that the 
opportunity for self expression serves a number of social, emotional and intellectual needs for 
the developing child.  

As we work with  businesses on the task of preparing the future workforce, we hear how 
important it is to have employees who are able to present their thoughts and ideas to various 
audiences.  Even in fields like engineering, this human communication element is critical.  
Because General McLane has such an active and growing arts program, I feel confident that 



Lancer Letter #278 Enduring Traditions/New Beginnings

General McLane students are being prepared to be successful leaders in whatever professions 
they enter.

Last week there were two arts events in the district, one new and one well-established.  I 
hope that in 2051, the superintendent of General McLane is writing about the 35th anniversary of 
the Creative Arts Expo and the 70th Annual Broadway Dinner.  


