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This week, I’m going to touch on a few topics to keep you up to date on Lancer Life.

15-16 State Budget:  Last week I outlined the nitty-gritty regarding  state level budget matters 
and stated that things change quickly.  This week, I bring you another episode of, “As the 
Stomach Turns.”

True to my prediction, when last week’s article arrived Friday in area homes with the 
Edinboro News Journal, things were happening in Harrisburg.  The Governor decided not to veto 
the legislation to distribute 15-16 education money according to the “fair funding formula” and 
allow the state to borrow up to 2.5 billion to finance the PlanCon debt.

At the NW PA Superintendent’s Summit on Friday, we heard the Secretary of Education, 
Pedro Rivera, speak to us about the matter.  The Governor’s plan was to distribute the money via 
a formula designed to “restore the cuts” of 2011-2012.  They looked at school allocations in the 
2010-2011 school year and tried to get us back to that level before using the Fair Funding 
formula in 16-17; however, the legislation does not do that and just jumps ahead to the fair 
funding formula.

For GM, that means a reduction in our projected deficit for this year and next.  As fiscal 
code bills go, we won’t know exactly what it means for us as there are many funding streams 
involved.  Usually, an increase in one area can be offset by a decrease in another so I’m not 
doing my “happy dance” yet.  Though I’m pleased we will have the PlanCon reimbursement, I 
remain concerned about the unstable financial state of Pennsylvania and what borrowing another 
2.5 billion will do.  Stay tuned.

16-17 State Budget:  With 15-16 finally settled 10 months into the year, thoughts are turning 
toward next year’s budget and statements that the legislators do not what to pass a budget until 
after the general election.

Schools cannot endure another year like this and there are discussions about not opening 
school or canceling fall extracurriculars if there is no budget by September.  The first Friday 
night without a football game will garner attention.  

There is pending legislation to fund schools at the previous year’s level in the event of 
another budget impasse.  While this is good for schools, there will be no pressure whatsoever for 
the legislators to pass a budget.  They keep getting paid and no one is too upset.  The financial 
irresponsibility will go totally unchecked, even more than present.  Its a good thing we don’t 
teach economics the way politicians live it!

Takin’ it for the Team:  On a happier note on the home front, two schools hosted assemblies on 
April 21 as capstone events for fundraisers.  Principal Mike Getz at McKean got a pie in the face 
5 times as part of the challenge to collect money for the Autism society.  At the high school, 
teacher, Mary Anne Cousins was duct–taped to the wall as part of their efforts to raise money for 
the Leukemia Society. 

Student Achievements:  We are really excited to announce that for the first time ever, our JETS 
team has qualified for national competition.  JETS stands for Junior Engineering Technical 
Society. The team gathers with other schools to participate in a test.  Part one of the test is 80 
multiple-choice questions completed as a team in 90 minutes and part two of the test includes 
essay questions and a design / building project both done as a team in a total of 90 minutes. Our 
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team scored second in the state and ranks 12th nationally.  They will compete in Nashville this 
summer.

We also had students participate in the Erie County Teen Safe Driving Competition.  
Senior Cory Kephart took second and the team of Kephart, Rachel Pamula and Nate Myers 
captured the trophy for highest accumulative score.  The team now advances to regional 
competition, another first for GM.

Did you know that you can keep up with student accomplishments and activities virtually the 
same day they happen by going to our Lancer Life Blog, located on the bottom left of our home 
webpage, www.generalmclane.org?  There you will find information, videos and many pictures.  
Check it out!

http://www.generalmclane.org

