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Summer break is over.  Teachers will be back in the district August 25-29 and students return 
August 30.  The amazing thing is that on September 1, it will seem as though we never left.  Buildings 
will be running normally, bugs will be worked out of most situations and it will be as though last year 
never ended.
 This week I wanted to comment and report on some of the things that have taken place over the 
summer. 
 McKean Community Day.  The first core value of our school district is community and I wanted 
give a shout out to the organizers of McKean Community Day held August 6.  Once again, it was a great 
display of the community spirit and cooperation that is present among the people, organizations and 
businesses of McKean.  This spirit could serve as an example for other areas of the county/city. 
 Rain Garden.  So have you ever given any thought to what happens to all the water that falls on 
a paved area when it rains?  Probably not.  But I can tell you that the Department of Environmental 
Protection has thought about it – a lot.  As a matter of fact, they have come up with over 100 ways to deal 
with it so it doesn't damage the flora and fauna of an area.  Three of those ways will be utilized on our 
high school/middle school campus.  
 As reported in an article in the Edinboro News, the Edinboro Lake Watershed Association 
received a grant from the DEP to take three storm water "Best Management Practices" and put them into 
action.  One of those methods has been completed with the installation of a Rain Garden located behind 
the high school near the Education Center.  As a gardener, I have enjoyed watching the installation of the 
garden and it is looking very beautiful right now.  Construction of the two other best management 
practices is just beginning and when complete, an educational component will be introduced for both our 
students and the general public to become educated on these practices.  You will definitely want to check 
it out. 
 Professional Development.  We are doing something new this year with one of the professional 
development days we hold before the start of the school year.  Since Fairview School District is also using 
a 1:1 deployment of iPads, we are joining with them on August 25 to learn together.  We have a keynote 
speaker from Delaware and two trainers from Apple.  From the local area, we have two professors from 
Mercyhurst, one from another school district and several teachers from Fairview and General McLane 
who will be presenting.  The day will offer our teachers an opportunity to learn from these presenters and 
from each other.  Doing a combined day like this allows us to offer quality instruction to our teachers at 
half the cost as we will split expenses with Fairview. 
 Project Delay.  Parents of Edinboro Elementary students know that we have been dealing with 
significant traffic congestion during before and after school drop-off and pick-up.  This has been one of 
the most perplexing problems we've faced as we've spent much of the past year saying, "Aha! Here's how 
we solve the problem" only later to realize it won't work. 
 According to traffic engineers, the ideal situation is to totally separate bus traffic from automobile 
traffic.  For example, at the high school and McKean Elementary, busses are in the back and cars in the 
front.  So, we are going to move all bus traffic to the west side of Edinboro Elementary and keep cars on 
the east side where they currently load and unload.  To make this work, some paving is necessary on the 
west side.  We had hoped to have this completed by the start of school but alas, so many government 
hurdles to jump over!  Ironically, dealing with storm water run-off is one of those hurdles.  We hope to 
have the project completed before the snow flies.  In the mean time, the process will be the same as last 
year. 
 Enrollment.  In a letter earlier this summer, I asked for your help encouraging anyone who may 
be new to the district to register ASAP and not wait until this week.  It would appear that your efforts and 
our signs in front of the schools have helped as we've been experiencing a greater number of registrations 
earlier in the summer.  Of course, it still remains to be seen if we still get a high number of later 
registrants and if we do, it will mean a record number of new enrollments for the year.


