
Lancer Letter #297 And so it begins

And so it begins.  Day 1.
The children are at their bus stops early in their newest back-to-school clothes with book 

bags and school supplies in tow.  Everyone reports to work early, eager to have everything in 
order to start the day.  Parents stay with  their young children at the bus stop or take them to 
school, both anxious and excited.  Students can’t wait to see all their friends again.   At the high 
school, the halls clear almost 5 minutes before classes begin. 

Each child enters the year with a level of anticipation.  “This is the year I learn to read.”  
“This is the year I start middle school.”  “This is the year I learn to drive.”  “This is the year I 
graduate.”

Bus drivers carefully navigate their new routes, some changed at the last minute by late 
enrollments of new students.  Systematically, they try to account for everyone on the route, not 
knowing if some have made other arrangements or are simply confused with the time.

Teachers also enter the year with anticipation.  The lesson plans tweaked over the 
summer and the application of new techniques learned in a graduate class are ready to be 
applied.

Administrators set goals for their building and expertly cast the vision with their staff.  
They’ve spent all summer getting everything in order for a good start with the desire to make the 
first day smooth and not chaotic.

Somewhere around mid-October, things change.  Everyone is settled into the groove and 
all the anxiety and excitement of the first weeks give way to a resignation that there is work to be 
done.  Students rush to the bus, throwing on whatever clothes are most conveniently available.  
Some report to work early, others stay late.  Parents are more comfortable with seeing their 
children go off to school each day.  Students decide that some of their friends they couldn’t wait 
to see in September are annoying and the cat-fighting begins.  The hallways at the high school 
have a few lingerers right up to the bell.

What is this human foible we all possess where we crave the new, only to grow tired of 
the routine and crave the new again?  

Despite that foible, at the end of the year, children will have learned more than they knew 
at the start.  They will have grown as a person in many ways.  They will be intellectually smarter 
and physically and emotionally stronger.  They will have made progress.  Though routine may be 
begrudged, teachers will find a way to keep the fires of learning burning.

We enter the year with a record number of new enrollments (160) and a student body of 
2204 versus 2157 on the first day of 2015-2016.  More minds to expand.  More bodies to 
strengthen.  More social skills to develop.  Through the colors of fall, the snow and ice of winter 
and the wet spring, we will get the job done!

And then, it will start all over again.


