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I have noticed some things in the news headlines that makes me want to say to society, 
“welcome to our world.”  Some items have garnered the ire of the general public while we 
educators have dealt with similar situations for quite some time.

Colin Kaepernick is the San Francisco 49ers NFL quarterback who has upset many 
people because he refuses to stand during the playing of the national anthem.   Those with a deep 
sense of patriotism are offended.

In 1943, in West Virginia Sate Board of Education v. Barnette,  the U.S. Supreme Court 
held students cannot be forced to participate in or stand during the flag salute, if they do not wish 
to do so.  Some herald this decision a a triumph for personal rights and expression and are 
pleased that students have the option.  For many educators who feel part of our job is to convey a 
love and appreciation for the country, it is difficult to watch.  I think it is particularly difficult for 
our teachers who are veterans.  So, to all those upset with Mr. Kaepernick: welcome to our 
world.

Another issue that has some people stirred up is the Pokemon GO game.  There have 
been some calls to have the game banned at Presque Isle and many articles and cartoons have 
lampooned the distracted users of this game.

Teachers, especially at the elementary level,  have dealt with the latest fad distracting 
from their classrooms for decades.  When I was a child, my teachers had to curb my obsession 
with the Duncan Yo-Yo and super balls (I never did quite master rock-the-cradle). Over the years, 
teachers have masterfully managed rubrics cubes, Ninja Turtles, Nintendo, Yugioh cards, Beanie 
Babies and more recently Bey Blades.   

The courts have not always been helpful in this regard either.  A popular fad in 2013 was 
to wear the “I (heart) Boobies” bracelet in support of breast cancer.  A middle school in Easton, 
PA prohibited students from wearing these bracelets as they considered them lewd and a 
distraction.  Parents, on behalf of the children who were disciplined for refusing to remove the 
bracelets, sued the school district.  A federal court and appeals court upheld the students wearing 
the bracelets saying they did not meet the standard for lewdness or causing a distraction in the 
school.  (Clearly, these judges have not spent much time with large groups of middle school 
boys.)  The Supreme Court refused to hear the appeal on this case so Boobie bracelets are fair 
game in schools.  So to all those people suddenly annoyed by a pervasive fad:  welcome to our 
world.

Poor attendance is an issue that understandably undermines the productivity of 
employers.  Many employers implore, “Just give me an employee who will show up every day 
on time!”  Sometimes I feel like employers think the school system encourages bad attendance 
and tardiness but it plagues us as well. 

The U.S Department of Eduction recently partnered with the Ad Council to release 
research which states that a student who misses just two days of school each month–18 days total 
in the year– is considered to be chronically absent.  While 86% of the parents surveyed 
understand that their child’s school attendance plays a big role in helping them graduate from 
high school, nearly half (49%) believe that is is okay for their children to miss three or more days 
of school per month – and that they won’t fall behind academically if they do.  This contradiction 
between parents knowledge of the importance of attendance and their expectation that absences 
are trivial is a hard issue for schools to deal with.  The courts haven’t helped here either.

In Katzmann v. Cumberland Valley Sch. Dist. (1984), the court ruled that reducing a 
student’s overall grade two percentage points for each day of a suspension from school is 
improper.  Subsequent court decision clearly established that academic achievement cannot in 
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any way be determined by attendance or discipline – only by their academic performance.  So, 
the connection between attendance and “pay” cannot be made in school.  Absenteeism is dealt 
with through a long process of filing truancy charges.  The process usually gets us to early or late 
spring before any action can be taken.

So, if you’re frustrated by our youth and their poor attendance:  welcome to our world!


