
Lancer Letter #301 Not your Mother’s Kindergarten!

This week’s Lancer Letter comes from veteran teacher, Marie Troyer.  Marie teaches 
kindergarten in McKean and gives us a glimpse into how much kindergarten has changed.  It’s 
not your mother’s kindergarten – or even what you experienced in kindergarten!

As Kindergarten teachers, we always forget what the beginning of the year is really like with a 
fresh class of five- and six-year olds; some of whom have never stepped foot inside a classroom.

To help ensure a stress-free transition for students, General McLane School District broke up the 
first week of school a couple years ago by having half of the class attend school on Tuesday and 
Thursday and the other half attend school on Wednesday and Friday. This was to ensure the 
students have a stress-free transition to a full day of school.

But, even as I enter my 29th year of Kindergarten and 13th year of full-day Kindergarten within 
General McLane School District, the first few weeks of school for kindergarten teachers is often 
quite hectic.

To begin, each student gets a bus tag that lists his or her name and bus number. This 
is worn for each special subject class, to lunch and at the end of the day, so that every teacher 
helping with the Kindergarten dismissal can get children on the correct bus.  It is extremely 
important that each student learns his or her bus number in order to complete this task. We have 
some bumps along the way, but after approximately two weeks, the students can confidently find 
the right bus to take them home.

In addition to a bus number, the students get a list of rules they must follow in their classrooms. 
These rules include listening attentively, sitting still for longer periods of time, raising their 
hands when they have a question or have something to say, sharing with others in the room, 
taking turns and keeping their hands to themselves. This is a tall order for a group of children 
new to the classroom and school scene.

Then, there’s the idea of a large group of children in their class they have never met and need to 
get to know.  Some students are outgoing and some are quiet. Some are attentive and others can’t 
sit still. We have many that miss their parents and cry periodically throughout the first few weeks 
of school and some struggle handling the rigors of a structured environment in the beginning.  

It doesn’t help that the students learn so many new things during the first two months of school. 
Today’s curriculum is not like the curriculum of the 60’s, 70’s or 80’s that most of us grew up 
learning. No, a typical Kindergarten day consists of morning seat work, morning meetings, 
Writer’s and Reader’s Workshop blocks, Word Study, Grammar, a Special, Math, and either 
Social Studies, Science or Computer Lab. 

The Kindergarten teachers have a full day of instruction from 9:00-3:30. Now, many of you are 
probably thinking, wait a minute! I remember coming to Kindergarten and learning a new letter 
or number each week and then spending the rest of our “half” day playing with blocks, painting, 
making crafts, reading lots of stories, singing songs, learning finger plays and having that most 
appreciated rest time.  Well, for the most part, those day are over.  However, we do try to fit some 
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of those very important components into our day. They just become intertwined within one of the 
subjects we teach.  

The PA Standards have brought upon us a rigorous curriculum full of units designed to introduce 
and practice concepts such as writing complete narratives, informational and persuasive pieces.
We also study fiction and nonfiction very closely in Reading. In Math we cover such topics as 
addition, subtraction, graphing and geometry. And, believe it or not, Kindergarten teachers now 
have the task of introducing capitalization, punctuation, nouns, verbs (including present and past 
tense) and adjectives to these wee little ones.

So, as you can see, Kindergarten has really evolved into a much more advanced beginning level 
of learning.  

We do need to remember one thing … and that is, each of these little ones comes into school 
eager to learn with eyes wide open. Their Kindergarten teachers are the first real structured adults 
in their lives to teach them formally in school.  Because of this, we are proud to teach and love 
every minute of it, no matter how difficult it may seem at the beginning of the school year. 

Yes … we know that by May and June, these little ones are reading and writing on their own.  
They are ready to face the challenges ahead of them in the upper grades. We, the Kindergarten 
Teachers, provide the foundation that will help carry them through into their adult lives. And as 
for me, there is nothing I would rather do!


