
Lancer Letter #306 Who Should Run the Country?

With the election only five days from the print publication date of this Lancer Letter, I 
wanted to share some thoughts about politics and the election.

Locally, we have witnessed what many found to be an unbelievably ridiculous stand-off 
between the city council and county council over the EMTA charter.  The Emerge 2040 data 
clearly shows that transportation is a significant issue for the region, yet something as 
rudimentary as the charter for public transportation takes us backward instead of forward.  With 
all the groups like the Erie Community Foundation and Erie Together working to improve the 
region, it was very disheartening to see what can be characterized as a childish stand-off.  “Mine, 
mine, mine” would be the chant to describe that debacle.  We want Harrisburg to treat the Erie 
region with equity and respect yet come off as a bunch of whiners who can’t get along together.

The presidential election campaign has been historic in many ways, the most deplorable 
of which is that it has brought out the worst in people.  Instead of focusing on different views of 
the important issues, it has been about name calling, lying, sexual harassment and self 
advancement.  People are so hungry for a change from the status quo that bigotry and racism are 
excused.  This should not surprise us.  The “separation of church and state” has been so 
misinterpreted that it is common practice that any moral order is to be avoided.  Prime time 
television has exposed “Victoria’s secret” so that little is left to the imagination.

Many people do not like either presidential candidate put forth by their political parties.  
Many say they are not voting for the one but rather, against the other.  Some say that it is a 
choice of the lesser of two evils.

Who will save us from this calamity?  Who can make this country a place where our 
children can grow into responsible adults?  Who can restore order?

Kindergarten teachers.  Yes, kindergarten teachers.
Kindergarten teachers know how to deal with childishness.  They know how to teach 

everyone to play fair and follow the rules.  They teach the proper way to do things and don’t 
accept poor behavior.  They can prioritize the needs of their constituents (students).They do all 
this while teaching reading, math and a host of social skills.  Yes, kindergarten teachers have 
what it takes to run this country.

As I once read on a bumper sticker:  It’s too bad that the people who can best run the 
country are too busy teaching kindergarten!!

But, get out and vote anyway.


