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Thanksgiving is a wonderful holiday.  I love the fact that the nation has carved out a day 
for everyone to stop, reflect on their life and give thanks for the blessings each has received.  It is 
disturbing that each year, Christmas is increasingly eclipsing Thanksgiving as the push for earlier 
shopping gets stronger and stronger.  I’m glad that some stores have drawn back from being open 
all day on Thanksgiving.

We should count our blessings on many levels:  national, local community and personal.  
In addition for many things for which I am grateful in my personal life, I think about the many 
reasons I have to give thanks as a member of the General McLane community.  I so much love 
being in a community that supports and feels part of its school system.  I enjoy hearing from the 
many residents who no longer have children in the schools, but tell me they appreciate what is 
happening. Occasionally they tell me they don’t mind paying taxes here because they know that 
money is being spent well when they read of all the things happening in the district.  How 
wonderful it is to live here!

A great source of knowing the things for which to be grateful related to the school district 
is the “Lancer Life Blog.”  Found at the bottom left of our home web page, you can see what is 
happening on a weekly or even daily basis. Marissa Orbanek, our public relations manager keeps 
providing photos and copy about the frequent events and activities taking place in our schools.

For example, when looking at the blog, I’m reminded of the many opportunities our staff 
provide to students to demonstrate charity by sponsoring fund raisers and engaging in 
community service.  The most recent addition to the blog shows some of our high school 
students and staff participating in a mobile food pantry distribution for veterans in Erie.  Their 
efforts served 62 families and 122 people.  This is just one example of the many service/
philanthropic events in which all our buildings engage.

In all my years at GM, I have always been grateful for the students we have.  General 
McLane students are some of the best around and the blog gives ample evidence.  Student  Tony 
Damore’s Eagle project is featured as well as two of our students in our welding program, Cody 
Brace and Nico Garde, who won awards for their welded creations.  Several features on the 
performers in the recent production of Oliver gives us a glimpse of how special our students are.  
(And if you saw the musical this last week, there’s no question how talented they are!)  One of 
the lead actors in the show, Isaac Petkac, is the energy behind the creation of our new radio 
station.  With help from high school principal, Dan Mennow, Isaac put together the equipment 
and the plan which has allowed him to broadcast high school sporting events over the internet at 
our website.  If you haven’t heard Isaac broadcast a game, be sure to pay attention to the 
basketball schedule when he’ll be back at it.

The blog features two of our students who took time this summer to engage in high level 
academic opportunities.  Senior Joel Linebach attended the five week Governor’s School for the 
Sciences at Carnegie Mellon and senior Elizabeth May attended the Envision National Youth 
Leadership Forum in Advanced Medicine & Health Care at Johns Hopkins.  Both these students 
are members of our Academy of Medical Arts and Engineering.  I am grateful that we have such 
advanced students who are serious enough about their future to take the time to attend these 
unique programs.

Not everyone can say they enjoy coming to work every day but I do.  That is due largely 
to the fact that I work with people who all share a high level of commitment to our mission.  
When you can work with a team that is like-minded, each truly caring for students, it makes all 
the difference.  Our blog features articles designed to help you get to know some of our staff and 
recently featured one group, our great bus drivers and their leaders, who spent October engaged 
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in a number of events to raise money toward the cure for Breast Cancer.  The adults working in 
this school district in any capacity, are competent and caring people for whom I am very grateful.

This Thanksgiving holiday, take the time to visit our Lancer Life Blog at 
www.generalmclane.org if you haven’t yet done so.  After seeing what is there, I’m sure you will 
understand why I am so grateful and proud to be a Lancer!

Happy Thanksgiving!

http://www.generalmclane.org

