
Lancer Letter #312 Christmas is Here!

It’s finally here!  Christmas vacation has begun and the time for families to gather 
together, feast and celebrate is upon us.  

This year’s vacation falls perfectly with Christmas and New Year’s Day being on 
Sundays.  Children will be home for the full week in between.  Given the energy of young 
people, they will be bored and looking for something to do Monday morning.  I think we are 
blessed to live in a school district community with a number of recreational options.  As a realtor 
once pointed out to me,  many of the smaller towns in Erie County do not have nearly the 
resources we have.

Take, for example, Edinboro Lanes.  There are not as many bowling lanes in the country 
as there once was.  From 1998-2013, the number of bowling alleys in the U.S. fell to 3,976 from 
5,400, or by about 26%.  Yet, we have one right in our district.  This is a great opportunity for a 
family to spend time together in a healthy, competitive spirit.  Open next week each day from 
noon until midnight, families can bowl and enjoy time together. After (or while) bowling, you 
can enjoy a meal together as they offer a full menu with items such as pizza, wings, burgers and 
chicken fingers to name a few.  Feeling funky?  You can engage in “cosmic bowling” after 6:00 
p.m. on Friday and Saturday nights.

Another gem in our community is the Mount Pleasant Ski resort.  I’m not a skier but I 
understand that a small, family oriented venue is a great place to learn.  Last year, 239 GM 
students took ski and snowboard lessons.  I really like the fact that many of our high school 
students serve as instructors for the younger children.  In education, we call that cross-age 
tutoring and it has many advantages.  Mount Pleasant is a place where families can ski together 
or children can spend many hours honing their outdoor recreational skills.  Mount Pleasant also 
offers snow tubing which even a non-skier can handle as you simply sit in a tire tube and give in 
to reckless abandon.  Like the bowling alley, the Slopeside Grille at the resort offers a full menu.  
Given the length of winters around here, a ski slope is a great fit for our community and the 
family-friendly atmosphere is a huge bonus.  Hopefully, our snow doesn’t melt before next week.

Of course, you don’t have to have a dedicated facility to engage in activity.  McKean Rec 
Park is a great place for cross country skiing and of course, there is the traditional sledding on 
the hill in Edinboro across from the bagel shop.  McKean also has a groomed, marked 
snowmobile trail as maintained by the McKean Snow Riders.   We are also fortunate to have a 
public library in the community so our students have a different way to stay engaged in reading 
while on break.

If you have family visiting over the holiday, downtown Edinboro offers a number of 
places to shop.  Antique shops, a unique jewelry store, art galleries and a flower/gift shop, among 
others, offers a small town shopping experience - much better than a crowded mall.  And, if you 
want to send your guests home with a personalized item from the community, there is Brink Ink, 
R&S Sports and the Trophy Shop.  

We are also fortunate to have numerous eateries available to us.  In addition to a number 
of fast food and pizza shop establishments, we have McKean Tavern, McKean Six Pack, 
Crossroads Dinor, LaGrille, Flip’s, Edinboro Hotel, Uncle Charlies, Compadres and Ocean 
Buffet.  After your taste buds have grown weary of Christmas dinner leftovers, there a a variety 
of options to present your palate with a new taste.  We are fortunate to have so many options 
nearby.

Once again, I ask you to think about the communities of Erie county outside of Millcreek 
and Erie and I think you will agree, our community has many opportunities for a variety of 
activities and culinary experiences.  I hope you have time to enjoy them this holiday.



Lancer Letter #312 Christmas is Here!

From our General McLane family to yours, may you have a wonderful holiday season 
and great prosperity in the new year!


