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Once again, our nation is aghast at a horrible tragedy where lives have been unnecessarily 
ended.  We stand horrified and shocked at the act in Las Vegas.  I am deeply saddened by this 
event, so this week, I’d like to offer some rambling thoughts on how our society has devolved to 
this point.

Training we have received on the subject of mass shootings explains that the people who 
commit these heinous acts always want to “one-up” the last one.  The more helpless the victims, 
the more able the perpetrator is to cause more harm.  This time, the shooter had a helpless throng 
of victims and automatic weapons that were able to achieve the high number of casualties.  
Could it be our society’s propensity for bigger and better contributes to this need to be the 
biggest?  Supersize those fries?  Extreme sports.  Extreme everything.

We have spent the last 50 years or so blurring the lines between right and wrong.  We 
don’t want to take a stand on anything. Evening television to which children are exposed has 
pushed all boundaries.  The entertainment industry has no boundaries.  It is certainly easy to 
understand how we as a society, collectively, have turned off moral filters.  While some people 
are able to keep the filters in place, the increase in mental health issues (another topic for 
discussion) is giving us more and more people who do not have the capability or desire to apply 
moral filters.  If you stand for nothing, you fall for anything.  

In the name of protecting children’s self-esteem, we shelter them from hearing anything 
negative about themselves.  But this serves no one.  Children need constructive feedback on their 
performance, even if it is negative.  This is different from criticism or negative comments about 
who they are.  Let me use weight issues as an example.  If a child is overweight clearly because 
of how and what he is eating, he needs feedback to say, “what you are choosing to eat is causing 
you to be overweight, which will have a negative impact on your health.  Let’s start focusing on 
some healthier options.”    If the child has a diagnosed metabolic condition, you would not call 
the child “fat” as that would serve no purpose; but, you should have a conversation about that 
condition and how much more of a challenge proper diet will be.  I believe in some circles tough 
topics are avoided so as not to “hurt their self-esteem.”  Handling a situation the right way will 
be beneficial to the child.

We use the word “but” too often.  “I know what he did was wrong, BUT . . . “  Anytime 
we use the word “but” followed by a justification, we must realize that any statement that came 
before the word “but “is dismissed by the listener.  What was wrong is no longer wrong.  The 
sentence structure needs to be switched.  “I understand what the other person did led to your 
frustration BUT, your reaction was wrong and you have to understand there are consequences for 
it.”  The pervasive attitude of “he had it coming” or “I don’t give respect unless you’ve earned it 
from me” is creating a more violent society.

More importantly than anything which I stated above, all of which is debatable (but the 
debate needs to take place), is what we tell our children about acts such as the one in Las Vegas.  
On 9/11 while principal at the high school, I got on the public address system to address the 
situation.  I don’t remember exactly what I said, but what follows is a close approximation:

“When an event like this happens, we ask ourselves, how can people be so cruel?  How 
can they have such a total disregard for life?  

We must understand that the capability is within all of us if we feed the darkness.  Little 
acts of ugliness will grow if we nourish them. When we shun someone at lunch.  When we see 
someone sitting along a lunch table and fail to act.  When we spread rumors about someone to 
get back at them.  These seemingly small acts of unfriendliness, if allowed, will grow into much 
uglier actions.”
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Author Henry Blackaby states, “We should not be surprised when darkness acts as 
darkness.  That is its nature.”  We cannot feed the darkness.  We must impress upon our children 
that civility still matters, that taking to Twitter to name call is WRONG and that if we mistreat 
others in small ways, those ways grow into ugly habits.  On the positive side, the slogan of a 
Christian bookseller association is very apropos and cannot be stated enough to children:  “What 
goes into a mind, comes out in a life.”  We must stress to our children that what they watch and 
listen to and who they follow, turns into habits of life.  Will those be good habits to have?


