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So when you go to the ballot box on Tuesday, November 7, you’ll be asked to respond to 
this question on the ballot:
Shall the Pennsylvania Constitution be amended to permit the General Assembly to enact 
legislation authorizing local taxing authorities to exclude from taxation up to 100% of the 
assessed value of each homestead property within a local taxing jurisdiction, rather than limit 
the exclusion to one-half of the median assessed value of all homestead property, which is the 
existing law? 
 My senior English teacher, Marie S. Mulvehill, would not be happy with the length of 
that question; but, we are used to long rambling statements and lack of clarity when it comes to 
government. 
 So what does it all mean?  First of all, we need to understand that this question asks 
whether the PA Constitution should be changed.  This is a complicated process whereby the 
legislation needs to be passed by the General Assembly in two consecutive legislative sessions 
and then go to voters for approval.  The House passed this in 2016. 
 If this ballot question is approved, nothing will change immediately.  The PA Constitution 
was amended in 1998 to create the current homestead/farmstead exclusion that provides property 
tax relief to residential property owners via gaming funds. Currently, the PA Constitution allows 
for the exclusion of up to 50% of the median assessed value of all homestead/farmstead 
properties in a school district. This provides a cap for property tax relief, above which further 
property tax relief is provided via millage rate reductions for all properties. With the current 
gaming funds providing funding for these exclusions, no school district is at this cap.  The 
proposed amendment would remove the cap. 
 Since the change in 1998, the amount of money given by the state to this tax reduction 
has been $630 million per year.  General McLane taxpayers have seen a savings of 
approximately $135.00 per year from this.  This comes no where close to the 50% reduction.  
Property tax reduction will not come until the legislature finds a way to replace the money lost 
by greater reductions. 
 Moving off the property tax standard will be problematic with a legislature as derelict as 
ours in Pennsylvania.  They’ve passed a budget and can’t decide how to fund it and are content 
to see us kick the can down the road with borrowing (which has lowered PA’s credit rating).  The 
refusal of reigning Republicans to enact any kind of annual revenue increase to match spending 
is simply political cowardice.  But, I digress. 
 One of the problems for districts when leaving a property tax standard is that the two 
obvious replacements, personal income tax and sales and use tax, are extremely volatile.  For 
example, from the period of 2007 to 2010, personal income tax revenue to the state dropped 9% 
and sales and use tax revenue to the state dropped 6%.  Some may say when people are making 
less, taxes should be less. I’d be all for that except that labor contracts are often put in place prior 
to an economic downturn and we are legally required to meet the obligation.  Completely leaving 
the property tax standard cannot be successfully accomplished until many other things are 
accomplished:  things the legislature would have to do.  Which raises my next point. 
 Given that this is the second time in three years we have not had a complete, on-time 
state budget, I would hate to see the education of children fully dependent upon the state 
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government.  Had we not had the local property tax dollars during the last stand off, we would  
have had to incur massive interest payments to borrow all our money or shut schools. 
 I agree that we need to find a better way to fund schools without so much reliance on 
property taxes.  When Governor Wolf presented his first budget, he had a pretty good plan that 
Republicans would not even consider.   
 I’m going to vote no to this ballot question, not because I’m particularly opposed to the 
concept but, because of what I know will happen.  The legislature will not do anything 
substantive to solve the problem,  give districts  the option to lower property taxes, and not give 
us the tools and governance to do it in a responsible manner.  Then they will pound their chests 
and say to their constituents, “Vote for me.  I tried to save you from property taxes but those evil 
local school districts will not cooperate.”  I’m sorry to be so cynical but I’ve been watching this 
too long to be hopeful. 
   


