
Lancer Letter #359 Writing is Creative, Innovative, and Collaborative

(This week our Lancer Letter was written by Gretchen Cunningham, literacy coach at 
Edinboro Elementary.)

At our opening in-service for the year, Mr. Scaletta asked the faculty to focus on 
creativity, innovation, and collaboration.  He asked if we could teach creativity.  He then 
answered that you can’t teach creativity through direct instruction, but through inspiring, 
mentoring, and nurturing the students.  

As a literacy coach, I have written and taught many writing units in the kindergarten 
through second grade classrooms at General McLane.  I enjoy seeing the students grow as 
writers.

As I listened to our opening speech, I realized that the teachers of General McLane are 
teaching creativity daily through something called, writing workshop.  They teach children to 
write narrative stories from their lives, poetry, informational texts, and opinion pieces throughout 
the year.  They use mentor texts to guide students to write like an author or to use something that 
an author did to make their writing even better.  They use rubrics to push students to try more in 
their writing.   

Writing is creative, because it is the production of an artistic work. 
Writing is innovative, because each piece of writing is a new idea created by the student.
Writing is collaborative, because the teacher or other students work together to create.     
As one teacher exclaimed, “Writing is the hardest thing for me to teach, because it is 

messy!”  Albert Einstein wrote, “If a cluttered desk is a sign of a cluttered mind, of what then, is 
an empty desk?”  Creating is messy.  It requires many attempts or revisions to make it the best 
that it can be. The students realize that it is okay take risks, to make mistakes, and develop their 
writing into all that it can be. They realize that they can be like Dr. Seuss and just cross things 
out or try many different ways to say something before you find the one that is just right for their 
story.  It may not be organized, punctuated properly, spelled correctly, but their writing can grow 
as they collaborate and build on each other’s ideas.  Steve Jobs wrote, “Creation is messy.  You 
want genius, you get madness; two sides of the same coin.” 

In one unit that I wrote, the students begin the unit by brainstorming a list of games, 
movies, places, and books that they know well.  The teacher then uses mentor texts and reviews 
to notice what other authors include in their reviews.  

As a parent of a General McLane student, my son, Aiden Cunningham, brought home a 
piece of writing that he had created in Miss Waddell’s second grade class at Edinboro 
Elementary.  I was amused that he chose to write about Marshalls Department Store.   Most 
children choose to write about McDonald’s, Splash Lagoon, or Waldameer, but my son chose a 
store.  Here is the review he wrote:

A Review of Marshalls
Have you ever been to Marshalls?  If you haven’t then keep reading.  I think Marshalls is 
the best store. 
At Marshalls you can pretty much get anything! You can even get household items like 
clothes.  Marshalls is located in Erie, PA.
One reason I like Marshalls is because I could get electronics like head phones.  I got the 
best green headphones a couple of years ago!
Next, I like Marshalls because your mom and dad can shop for clothes and kids can get 
candy.  The jelly beans and gum taste great!
Last, I like Marshalls because your whole family will enjoy it, because you can get 
whatever you want.  I guarantee you’ll be there the whole day.
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I think Marshalls is the best store.  You can get electronics, everyone will find something, 
and the candy tastes great!  I give this store 5 out of 5 stars.  Go to Marshalls right now!

I decided to send a copy of his opinion review to Marshalls' headquarters.  A couple 
weeks later, my son received a letter from the Director of Customer Service at Marshalls with a 
$25.00 dollar gift card.  They thanked him and expressed their appreciation of his review.  They 
hoped that he would use the $25.00 gift card to purchase electronics or candy. He was so excited 
that he could go to Marshalls and spend the $25.00 gift card in anyway that he wanted.  Boy, was 
he surprised, when 2 weeks later he received another surprise.  He received a two foot cube box 
filled with all of the things that he had said that he loved at Marshalls.

Although, we write to create and the reward is the process of creating, sometimes the 
reward is the impact that our writing can have on others.  Albert Einstein wrote, “It is the 
supreme art of the teacher to awaken joy in creative expression and knowledge.”   We can give 
them a strict form or structure to fill in and complete and have matching stories or we can create, 
be messy, and have the opportunity to become: “A professional writer who is an amateur that did 
not quit.” (Richard Bach) We at General McLane are inspiring, mentoring, and nurturing our 
students. KEEP WRITING and CREATING GM!

(Note:  Recently, after this was written, Aiden received another gift card from Marshalls 
with their best wishes for a happy holiday!)

  


