
	
 In a recent public opinion poll, Pennsylvanians were asked “Would you favor or oppose 
giving state tax dollars to parents so they can send their children to a private school of their own 
choosing instead of to their local public school?”  Sixty five (65%) percent said they strongly 
oppose (43%) or somewhat oppose (22%) this use of tax dollars.  This same question was asked 
in fall 2010 and spring 2011 with similar results.
	
 The Erie media did not report on a significant event for education last week so allow me 
to inform you.  
	
 Last week, the Senate Education committee in Harrisburg moved quickly on 68 pages of 
amendments to Senate Bill 1 which provides taxpayer funded vouchers to private schools.  The 
measure moved to the senate and was adopted with a vote of 27-22 following about four hours of 
debate on the Senate floor.  A handful of amendments were offered on the Senate floor, but none 
were adopted. The bill had been fast tracked, as the Senate Education Committee announced last 
Friday (Oct. 21) that it would consider a comprehensive amendment to SB 1 early the following 
week. On Tuesday (Oct. 25), the bill was reported out of the Senate Education Committee also 
without amendment and quickly moved to the Senate floor.  
	
 Let me say up front that there will be no initial impact of this legislation on General 
McLane in regard to vouchers; however, I can see where some provisions of this bill could affect 
us in the future.   In principle, though,  I feel that it is an abomination against democracy and 
public education.
	
 The Pennsylvania constitution states in Article 15:  “No money raised for the support of 
the public schools of the Commonwealth shall be appropriated to or used for the support of any 
sectarian school.”   The senators, with the Governor’s urging, feel that they are working around 
this constitutional provision by writing the voucher check to parents, with endorsement only 
possible by the private school the child will be attending.  Really?  We want to play that game?  I 
feel like I’m back in the high school again telling teenagers, “Even if we don’t agree with a rule, 
we still must follow it.”  When one of the dissenting senators argued that SB 1 was 
unconstitutional, a Republican senator retorted, “that’s for the courts to decide.”  So much for the 
senator’s pledge to uphold the constitution.
	
 A new fiscal note attached to SB 1 prepared by Senate Republicans estimates that the cost 
of the “scaled down” voucher plan at $42.6 million in 2012-13 for the first year, and a jump to 
$81.4 million in 2013-14. The Senate Democrats estimate the cost of vouchers under SB 1 at $73 
million in 2012-13 and $133 million in 2013-14.  This money will come from public school 
budgets which just endured a 900 million dollar cut this past spring!
	
 Beginning next year, parents of children attending the bottom 5% of schools in 
Pennsylvania will be in the pool for vouchers to private schools.  To be eligible, these parents 
cannot make more than 130% of the poverty level to receive 100% of the state’s per pupil 
subsidy and can make no more than 185% of the poverty rate to be eligible to receive 75% of the 
state’s per pupil subsidy.  (I don’t understand what the poverty rate means if we have to define it 
with a percent in excess of it, but that’s another story.)
	
 Locally, only parents in two schools (one middle and one elementary) in Erie will be 
eligible for vouchers.  We all know how Erie has struggled and now they will be losing 
additional dollars as they pay for some of their students to attend private schools.  
	
 In 2018-2019, vouchers will be available to parents in any school that does not meet 50% 
proficiency in math and science.  We have never been that low at General McLane.   This 
provision worries me because the governor can direct the department of education to raise test 
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cut scores without any approval, and instantly, many schools could see proficiency levels drop.  
This would allow a governor to easily manipulate the number of schools eligible for vouchers.
	
 I have struggled to understand why there is such arrogance in Harrisburg that something 
opposed by 65% of the voters and having shown no proof of success anywhere, is being pushed 
in our faces.  The bill will now go to the House of Representatives.  I hope they hear from the 
65% of the voters on this matter within the next two weeks, and at the next election.
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