
! Teaching is both a science and an art.  As an undergraduate education major 
over thirty years ago, Edinboro University provided me with instruction in the science of 
instruction.  In my thirty years of experience, I’ve read and studied with interest as many 
researchers and scholars have contributed to the science of teaching with new theories 
and techniques.
! That is why I was shocked and dismayed to read in this week’s Parade 
Magazine, an interview with the following opening: “In almost every area of human 
endeavor, the practice improves over time,” says Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates.  “That 
hasn’t been the case for teaching.”
! Bill, you are dead wrong.  Maybe you are not looking in the right places, but if 
you came to General McLane you would have to retract your statement.  If you 
compared one of our classrooms in 1975 to today, you would see many new techniques 
and improvements.  
! GM’s pursuit of the latest and best teaching techniques goes back, in just my 
tenure, to the mid 1980’s.  Dr. Richard Manatt from the University of Iowa, had devoted 
many years to studying good teaching and the evaluation of it.  General McLane 
brought Dr. Manatt to the district throughout the course of a school year to learn about 
and apply his work.
! In the 1990’s the high school moved to block scheduling and once again we 
knew we had to update our techniques in the longer classes.  A group called APL 
Associates was brought in to provide the latest research and techniques for teaching in 
a longer block.  They were brought back when the middle school began the longer block 
for English and Math four years ago.  
! In addition to this major effort to improve the science of teaching, GM teachers 
have participated in learning cohorts, where, throughout the school year, teachers meet 
and study various aspect of teaching.  Non-tenured teachers are given extra attention in 
their first three years to learn and perfect teaching technique.  The attention to 
improvement of instruction at GM is on-going.
! Gates goes on in the Parade article to say, “Very little is invested in 
understanding great teaching.”  This statement is an affront to educators such as 
Madeline Hunter, Robert Marzano, Larry Lezotte, Grant Wiggins, Jay McTighe, and the 
many others who have dedicated their lives to understanding and improving the learning 
and teaching process.  
! In our district, the world of our elementary teachers has been turned upside down 
with the implementation of balanced literacy.  They agree that the approach is great for 
students, but recognize it is a great deal of work and is nothing like the techniques used 
in the past.  They are investing vast amounts of time and energy to improve learning for 
students.  On their behalf, I respectfully say to Mr. Gates, “do your homework.”
! The scene with balanced literacy is repeated over and over in different curricula 
across the district:  changes in math, technology education, science, and virtually every 
other discipline are evident.  Our teachers have changed their science to improve 
learning for students.
! The Parade article also references the new documentary, “Waiting for 
Superman,” that is highly critical of public education.  It focuses on the failing of inner 
city school systems.  This is nothing new.  In 1992, educator Jonathan Kozol wrote a 
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compelling book, Savage Inequalities, that pointed out some of the same issues in the 
documentary.  I suppose educators who try to address problems in education are 
ignored, while people with money are listened to.  
! I know that there are some failing school systems out there and action is needed.  
While I appreciate the efforts of the Gates Foundation to help education, I find it 
alarming that having money to give away, makes you an expert in a field that you have 
no professional training or experience.
!
!
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