
 When I interviewed at General McLane in 1980 for a position as music teacher, I was 
asked the common interview question, “Where do you hope to be in 10 years?”  My ten year 
plan did not include staying around in such a small community for that long.  So, why am I still 
here?  I can answer that in one word: people.
 The people of this community and school district are special and unique when compared 
to many other school districts.  So at the risk of being cliché in this Thanksgiving edition of the 
Lancer Letter, I would like to offer my list of the groups of people who over the years, have 
made me grateful to be here.
 First, I am grateful for the dedicated people who have served on the General McLane 
Board of Education.  We have had many people serve multiple terms, giving a stability to district 
programs not found in many places.  Those who have served have not had personal agendas, nor 
have they tried to micromanage the district.  They have always put the needs of students first, 
providing the resources and encouragement for teachers to teach, coaches to coach and 
administrators to lead.   
 Secondly, I am so grateful to be part of this community.  This is a community that truly 
takes an interest in our students.  Even people whose children have long since graduated want to 
know that our kids are cared for and properly educated.  People in this community still believe in 
each other, come together to help in times of need and crisis, and give their time to provide 
programs to help our kids grow up in a caring and nurturing environment.  I am also grateful for 
the many times, when a parent or community member, has had a concern and approached the 
appropriate district official in a constructive way to help us improve what we do.
 I don’t know if I can find the words to express how deeply thankful I am for the teachers 
who work in General McLane.  Through our strategic planning process this fall,  we have 
interviewed hundreds of people, asking what the district does well.  A commonly heard comment 
was that “the teachers really care.”  Many people have recognized that the extra effort and time 
many of our teachers give to their students come from a genuine love and concern for the 
students of GM.  I often say that teachers perform miracles in their classrooms every day.  If the 
public could really understand the challenges teachers face every day, and could see the grace 
and skill they apply to address them, they would join me in celebrating one of the greatest 
professions to which you can give your life.
 In my new position, I have quickly come to appreciate the administrators we have in this 
district.  Unlike many, our administrators do not do things for the sake of “administrative 
convenience” if it means students may get less than they deserve.  I have seen our principals and 
other administrators, constantly strive to do the best thing for the students and teachers they 
serve.  It is a daunting and difficult job, but I am privileged to work with people who put the 
needs of others first.
 Finally, there are not enough superlatives to express my thoughts on the privilege it has 
been to work with the young people of this district.  I have been touched in so many ways by 
what I have seen our students accomplish and how they have freely shared their talents.  I have 
cherished the relationships that have been developed which in many cases, have continued past 
graduation.  The students of this district have truly been a blessing to me.
 So when I pause to give thanks this holiday, the wonderful people of this community and 
school district will be on my mind.  I hope everyone enjoys the Thanksgiving break!
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