
	
 Our human nature creates a need within us to memorialize certain events in history by setting aside days 
of recognition.  We have days to commemorate the end of military conflicts,  celebrate our independence, 
recognize contributions of national leaders and days to recognize the contributions of the working man and 
those who gave the ultimate sacrifice for their country.  It is important that a nation have these 
commemorations.  I think it equally important that the Lancer nation similarly recognizes achievements that 
have made our school district what it is.  That is one of the reasons we will celebrate the Lancer Legacy 
Banquet of Academic Excellence on May 23.
	
 This is a celebration that can be embraced by all:  all district staff, parents, students and community.  At 
the banquet we will recognize two distinguished alumni and two people to receive the Lancer Legacy Award.  It 
is a time to recognize who we are, the people who helped make us who we are, and the present students who 
will define our future.
	
 The night starts with dinner at 6:00 p.m.  The program begins at 7:00 p.m.  Some people come for dinner 
while others just join us for the ceremony at 7:00 p.m.  We start by recognizing our distinguished alumni.  Their 
success is a result of the work of ALL of our teachers and staff from kindergarten through graduation.  Everyone 
has had a hand in their success.
	
 We will recognize Tyler Travis, Executive Director at the John M. and Silvia Ferretti LECOM Medical 
Fitness & Wellness Center.  Yes, when you drive past that beautiful building on Peach St., know that a GM grad 
is is charge!  Not only are the facilities world-class with state of the art equipment, but the science behind what 
they do, under Tyler’s direction, is also world-class.  Tyler’s education and knowledge base is impressive!  Over 
the past two years, Tyler has graciously given many hours to our teachers and coaches to keep them updated on 
the latest in exercise science.  He has also hosted numerous GM student visits to the facility.
	
 Dr. Scott Miller graduated from General McLane in the seventies.  He has served as president of three 
colleges, currently serving in that role at Bethany College.  He holds two doctorates, an honorary doctorate and 
has a stadium named after him in Delaware!  Dr. Miller has certainly distinguished himself as an educator and 
citizen and is a great role model for our students.
	
 This banquet is also a time we recognize and honor our former employees who helped shape our district.  
Gary Gilbert will receive the Lancer Legacy Award for Contributions to GM Athletics.  Gary was with the 
district from the early days and saw a need for a wrestling program.  He used his personal funds to start the 
program and today, GM Wrestling is one of the largest, most successful programs in the school.  Gary taught 
with us for 36 years and coached wrestling and football for over 20 years.  His dedication was pivotal to the 
establishment of strong sporting programs at GM.
	
 Pat Davis taught physical education at McKean Elementary School for thirty four and one-half years.  
Pat will receive the Lancer Legacy Award for Contributions to the General McLane School District.  Pat 
established a solid program at McKean and was recognized as the Pennsylvania Teacher of the Year in 
Elementary Health and Physical Education.  Pat instituted many programs that remain in effect today.  Many of 
our students were recipients of scholarship dollars through the Edinboro Triathalon which she has shepherded 
for many years.  
	
 After recognizing those who built our district in the past, we will turn our attention to the present.  On 
this evening we recognize the academic accomplishments of our students, recognizing those who have achieved 
honor role and other academic distinctions.  It is always fun to watch our students go up to receive their awards 
and wonder where their lives will lead and who may someday be one of our distinguished alumni at a future 
Legacy Banquet.
	
 Let’s think about this May 23 as THE holiday for the General McLane School District.  Please consider 
being part of the celebration.  You can find more information and a reservation form at www.generalmclane.org.
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