
	
 Excitement is building for the Perry 200 Grand Patriotic Parade this Saturday in Erie.  Parade organizers 
are expecting as many as 75,000 people to be along the parade route.  This historic parade will feature over 20 
bands, including a Mummer's String Band from Philadelphia, bands from Canada, and the 10-time World 
Champion Junior  Corps-the Cadets. Numerous floats and marching units featuring Erie's diverse
ethnic communities and civic organizations are also expected, as well as  re-enactment groups, antique cars, and 
much more! 
	
 With the theme, “historical figures of Erie county,” we could not resist making General McLane a 
significant part of the event.  In this week’s Lancer Letter, I’d like to describe what we’ll be doing and give you 
information on how you can watch the parade and cheer us on.
	
 Leading the McLane contingent will be the pride and spirit of General McLane, the Lancer Marching 
Band, followed by our cheerleaders.  Then comes our float.  The float has been a labor or love with many hands 
involved.  Instead of the traditional “build it in the barn” approach, we had it made in pieces and “pomped” in 
the high school.  That made it possible for many students (and adults) to get involved.  The elements were 
assembled on Tuesday and look pretty impressive.  It depicts General McLane and his horse at a camp site.  A 
large replica of the regimental flag of the 83rd regiment is at the back of the float.
	
 Following the float will be about 30 elementary age students sporting a t-shirt with our mascot on front 
and a picture of the General on the back.  These kids will also be sporting – are you ready – a General McLane 
beard!  
	
 Finally, following the children will be Civil War re-enactor and GM graduate, Randall McCaslin.  
Randall will be in full “general garb” and mounted on a horse. He will be preceded by a fife and drummer.  
Randall was very helpful in our planning as he is a font of knowledge in all things Civil War.  
	
 Over the years I’ve heard people ask,  “Was General McLane a person?”   If any of the 75,000 in 
attendance asks that question, they just aren’t paying attention!
	
 The parade begins at West 12th and Liberty and will proceed east to State Street.  It then turns north on 
State Street and ends at Fourth Street.  There are nine (9) divisions in the parade and General McLane is in 
Division seven (7).  This means we will be toward the end of the parade so don’t leave early!
	
 Parade participants will be dropped off at the 12th and Liberty location and vehicles and busses will be 
parked at the end of the parade route near Fourth Street.  A shuttle bus will be running between the parade start 
and finish areas.
	
 Our float design was a collective effort.  Christina Martin, who teaches some art classes for us, did a 
masterful job with the final design and making the horse and general for us to pomp.  Katie Thompson, art 
teacher at the high school, did a great job providing the layout and detail for the large 8 foot by seven foot 
regimental flag.  Mary Ann Schenk helped with the design and took charge of the children’s walking unit, 
making 30 beards.  Our high school tech ed department with John Kieffer and Nick Basko, led the building and 
assembly of the float itself.  Marissa Rosenbaum has done much of the leg work for the project and Monica 
Fritchman and Laura Scott helped find “pompers.”  Brian Kelly is providing his horse for the General and Ron 
Dzeskewicz and his brother have provided the wagon for the float. Other planning committee members included 
Janie Cochran, Kevin Wible and Randall McCaslin.  We want to thank our consultant and long time renowned 
Edinboro parade man, Ron Sturga, for his help and advice.  I also wish to thank all the staff and students at the 
high school who have helped with the pomping of the float the last three weeks and have put up with the mess 
in the main lobby.  Also, we appreciate the donations of supplies from Hobbs Lumber and Agway.
	
 As you can see from the list of people involved (and sorry if I missed anyone), this has been a major 
effort.  It is yet another example of how our school and community can work together to get something 
accomplished.  If you are in Erie on Saturday watching the parade, I hope you swell with pride as you see 
General John W. McLane’s image pass by in several versions!
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