
	
 This week’s Lancer Letter addresses thoughts and information on a number of end of year activities.

	
 This past Saturday was the Perry 200 Grand Patriotic Parade in Erie and as you know from a previous 
Lancer Letter, GM was well represented.  Not only were we well represented, we took first place for our float in 
the youth category!  I know I’m biased, but our float was clearly above the rest, demonstrating more time and 
thought taken for its design and execution.  Design and construction of the float was yet another example of 
how the talent, creativity and attitude of GM staff and students can come together to do great things.  Thanks 
again to all involved in the project and to our financiers, GMHS Student Council and the Perry 200 Committee.
	
 The GM Lancer Band led our parade unit.  Once again, it was clear that our band stood out as 
exemplary.  They looked sharp and sounded great.  At last week’s Jazz Erie program held in our auditorium, it 
was again a very proud moment for me and GM parents.  GM had two bands in the program and even the young 
band of 9th and 10th graders showed a level of excellence not found in most school music programs.   Many of 
our students did improvisational solos, a standard practice in jazz music.  I once again left a GM event 
wondering how it is we have SO MANY talented kids.
	
 There was a Drum Corps that marched in Saturday’s parade called the Cadets of Bergen County.  They 
hail from New Jersey and back in the day when I was doing marching band, they were known as the Garfield 
Cadets.  They pushed the envelope of creativity with their drill design and had an interesting slogan:  “It looks 
like art, because it is.”  Which brings me to my next random thought . . .
	
 This Thursday, May 30 is the annual art show at the high school.  It will look like art because it is.  
Starting at 6:30 p.m., you can browse through the lobby and see student artwork in multiple media.  
Photography, drawings, paintings, woodworking, and metalworking are just a few of the media you will see.  It 
is truly amazing to see the talent and what these kids can do.  If you know the students, you are amazed that 
students known for their intellect, athletic or musical talents also partake in the fine and practical arts and excel 
there as well.  Definitely an event I leave wondering how it is we have SO MANY talents kids.
	
 The art is on display from 6:30 until 8:00 p.m. which is when the high school Concert Choir will 
perform their spring concert.  Coming off a whirlwind rehearsal schedule of Broadway Dinner followed by the 
musical, the kids will show their stuff with serious choral literature.   The concert is brief so as not to make the 
night of art and music too long and it is a great opportunity to see our students perform in yet another genre.
	
 This is the time of year elementary classes do programs for parents to showcase their efforts throughout 
the year.   I wish I could get to them all but my schedule doesn’t allow.  While watching the kindergarten 
students in Michelle Kupczyk’s class and the first graders in Michelle Palmer’s class, I was amazed by their 
comfort in front of the crowd.  I am so happy that our teachers go the extra mile to prepare these programs 
because it is important in the development of a young person’s personality.  Memorizing music and poetry 
provides an important function for brain development and having children get in front of their parents to 
perform, builds confidence and social skills.  And as I’ve said before, without our elementary teachers building 
this foundation, what happens at the middle and high schools would not be possible. 
	
 I guess if you were to sum up the month of May in one word, it would be perform!  It is a month when 
you attend many events that demonstrate the high level of performance of our staff and students.  It is truly 
amazing and provides great reason to be proud of being a Lancer!
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