
	
 This week’s Lancer Letter is the address given to the Class of 2013 at their 
commencement on June 6, 2013.  

	
  Class of 2013.  You are the long awaited class.  You are the class for whom much was 
prophesied.  You are the class whose coming was foretold.
	
 You have no idea what I am talking about.  That’s because when all this was happening, 
you were having your diapers changed, learning to crawl and walk,  and learning to talk.
	
 You see, if you were an educator in the 1990’s, many journal articles made reference to 
your class:  “When the class of 2013 enters kindergarten in 2000 . . . ”   these articles would 
opine. 
	
 You see, you ushered in the new century and before it came, there was much speculation 
as to what the century would bring.  Educational reformers predicted that education would look 
significantly different because of the rise of technology.
	
 Indeed, your first 18 years of life have seen the greatest increase in the use of technology 
known to man.  Consider this:
	
 When you were in kindergarten, cell phones were just coming into being.  Everyone did 
not have one and they definitely were not “smart.”  And surely, no one considered a cell phone to 
be a necessary bodily appendage as you do now!
	
 There were no blogs, no wikis no Youtube and no Facebook – no instagram and certainly 
no one was twittering – well at least online.  No one “texted” but many “instant messaged.”
	
 When you entered kindergarten, Amazon was just selling mostly books and we still used 
a telephone or snail mail to order things.  Orders arrived at our homes in a matter of weeks, not 
days.
	
 There were no iPods until 2001 and they gave rise to a plethora of personal, portable 
computing devices you now take for granted.
	
 Yes, your growth occurred simultaneously with advances in technology previously 
reserved for science fiction;  but, other things happened as well.
	
 When you were just starting first grade, an unthinkable event occurred.  Terrorists 
attacked on American soil and we were forever changed.  Your understanding of the event was 
certainly minimal at the time, but it caused you to grow up in a world where travel is difficult, 
everything is suspect and safety concerns and suspicion are a way of life.
	
 As educators, we used to look at all of our students as human beings facing the quirks and 
mistakes of natural human development.  But after a series of heinous school shootings right 
before you entered kindergarten,  we were forced to also look at students as potential mass 
murderers, a thought that goes against everything we believe as educators.  
	
 I could go on and on about how the world has significantly changed during your short 
lifetime; but, what I want to focus on tonight, is how it has not changed.

	
 I believe that even with all our technology, and all the changes in the world,  the essence 
of man remains the same.  What we seek is  “To love and be loved.”  
	
 We seek the approval and love of others.  We want to know that someone cares for us 
unconditionally.  We want to matter to someone.
	
 Likewise, we are built with the inner drive to love others.  There is an emptiness in our 
soul that only finds completion when giving to others.  We want to make a difference in this 
world.

Lancer Letter #                                                        Commencement Speech 2013
Commencement Theme:  “Oh, the Places You’ll Go”

Page1



	

	
 Your generation has been part of what some have called the DIG generation:  Digital 
Immediate Gratification.   “I want what I want and I want it now!” is the battle cry.  To be fair to 
your generation, many adults have adopted this mantra as well.
	
 As the heralds of this new world of immediacy, I ask you to be aware that loving takes 
time.  The things that matter the most in life ARE NOT instantaneous.  Relationships with others 
offer a world of joy, but must be worked on. . . for a long time.  True communication is done face 
to face, not with texting!
	
 I find it somewhat ironic that I’ve seen this class, (which has been subjected to 
technology that can dehumanize) respond to matters of the heart by your service to others.  Some 
of you have taught children at your church, some have tutored students at our elementary schools 
and others have taught our younger students about bullying, the dangers of drugs and the benefits 
of making healthy choices.  I’ve seen some of you stand up for younger students and inspire 
them by your example.  

	
 So in concert with tonight’s theme, let me close by adding to Dr. Seuss’s text:

Oh, the places you’ll go.
You have brains in your head.  You have feet in your shoes.  
You’ve a heart and a soul, which can be your basis to choose.

To give to others, to receive with grace
Is in a way, its very own place

So as I’ve seen you give love to others at school
Go forth in the world, it’s your time to rule

Don’t let technology, or the depravity of man
Keep you from loving, from doing what you can.

Live by your heart, lead with your soul.
Aspire to achieve, your ultimate goal.

You ushered in the new century
With its good and it’s bad

Now it’s time for you to build
The best world we’ve ever had.

Congratulations, Class of 2013.
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