
	
 In the 1957 hit song by the Silhouettes, the low bass voice sings over and over, “get a job,” while the 
lead singer laments the pressure from his girl to find employment.  With lyrics like, “sha na na na na,” “yip, yip, 
yip,” and “mum, mum, mum” I don’t think anyone will find the song a “how-to” for becoming gainfully 
employed.  Of course in post World War II America, finding employment as an unskilled worker (or even a 
singer singing nonsense syllables) was easier than it is today.
	
 The term “college and career ready” has become a buzz word for educators.  This week, I am beginning 
a series on the topic of career education and its current status in education and our school district.
	
 The national education agenda states that all students will leave high school college and career ready.  
This means that they will have knowledge and skills for a career immediately after graduation and if they wish 
to go to college, they will be ready for that, too.  It is important to note that we do not say college OR career 
ready because college also leads to a career and college students must also be career ready.
	
 What does it mean to be career ready?  That’s a good question that will bring different answers from 
different groups of people. A report by the U.S. Department of Education is calling on states to adopt standards 
that will guarantee basic academic skills needed for success and careers.  Many states have adopted the 
“Common Core State Standards” toward that end.  
	
 Employers talk about the “soft skills” that are absent in many young employees.  These are skills related 
to showing up on time every day, work ethic and the ability to communicate and interact appropriately with 
other human beings.  These soft skills have become the victims of an instant gratification society and the 
increase of dysfunctional families.  Yet, schools are expected to address the problem while having 100% of 
students master basic academic skills, which compared to basic skills of 1957, aren’t so basic.
	
 This whole discussion causes me to wax philosophical about the purpose of education.  Career 
preparation versus a “liberal arts” approach is an argument that has been around for some time.  It would seem 
that our government and employers want us to train students for a specific career; but, are we losing something 
by not asserting that learning is its own reward? 
	
 Consider a conversation that takes place often with secondary students who are failing to achieve 
academically:  
Adult (A):  Johnny, you are failing three courses.  Why?
Johnny (J):  I don’t know.  I want to do better.  It’s just not that important to me right now.
A:  Well if you don’t bring up your grades, you won’t get a diploma.
J:  Yeah.
A:  If you don’t get a diploma, you won’t be able to go to college.  Research shows that people with more 
education earn more money over their lifetime.  Don’t you want to have a nice house and car when you are 
older?
J:  Sure.
	
 There are a couple problems with the conversation above and I admit I have engaged in it often.  We are 
equating education with money.  Period.  We are saying that the only value to learning is the kind of lifestyle it 
will give us.  Learning is purely a commodity that gets us more commodities.    And we wonder what happens 
to the joy of learning we see in first graders!
	
 The kid we are talking to is probably living comfortably, has all the basic necessities provided,  and uses 
a cell phone and multiple other electronic devices.  He has never had to work for any of it in his 16 years,  
maybe not even doing any weekly chores around the house.  He has always had these things through no effort of 
his own, so why should he expect it to stop?   Thus, the large number of 20-somethings still living with their 
parents.  
	
 This education=$ approach is also the reason we have so many unemployable college graduates.  We 
taught them that all you have to do is  have a degree and life is good!  Nobody said anything about actually 
having to have skills to be employable.  We told them if you have an degree, you will make more money!  Just 
do something you like and get that degree.   They listened, so we need to make the message clearer.  As stated 
by noted educator, Willard Daggett, a high school dropout with skills is more employable than a college 
graduate with no skills.
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 To be educated means more than the opportunity to earn more money.  If we don’t learn, we will never 
know our purpose in life.  A solid education allows us to enjoy life more fully through appreciation of others 
and the world around us, regardless of how much money we are making.   Our life is enriched through 
knowledge. Becoming life-long learners will put us in a position to enjoy more things than we can possibly 
experience in our school years.  Just like physical exercise allows our bodies to live life with more energy, the 
discipline of learning allows us to get joy and satisfaction from an infinite number of sources.
	
 We must find the balance between learning as its own reward and making kids “career ready.”
	
 Next week, I’ll come down from the “Ivory Tower” and continue this topic.

Join the conversation on Facebook:  Go to facebook.com/GeneralMcLaneSchool District and give your answer 
to the question, “What is the purpose of learning?”
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