
! Parts of this week’s Lancer Letter were originally written in 2011.  Other parts have been 
added and updated.

! The shrouds of confectionary death are lifted.  Stainless steel reflects the light of the 
vernal equinox.  The brown and white twisted pinnacle calls like a beacon of hope to the winter-
weary residents.  I am speaking, of course, of the opening of Dairy Supreme.  No longer will I be 
denied my weekly gustatory delight of caramel, chocolate chips, peanuts and chocolate sauce 
swirled together in vanilla ice cream to create the greatest expression of a Snickers bar known to 
man.  
	
 Every spring, local residents gain strength to endure the lingering winter by observing 
certain spring rituals such as the opening of Dairy Supreme in Edinboro and Jay’s in McKean.  
One a whole different level, another spring ritual is anticipated by residents:  the annual 
Broadway Dinner.
	
 This past weekend’s 33rd Annual Broadway Dinner was another example of the best that 
General McLane has to offer.  The fact that nearly 1600 people were in attendance is 
confirmation of that.  I always love when someone attends the dinner for the first time.  They go 
expecting to endure a typical high school production and instead, are blown away by the level of 
talent and professionalism.  Bruce and Trisha Yates have consistently given our students the 
opportunity to be immersed in a production that is professional quality from top to bottom.
	
 In addition to the level of professionalism, it is amazing to see how much talent is in one 
school.  It is hard to believe that a school our size, could produce so many talented singers and 
dancers; and, a jazz band that sounds incredible.    Unlike most schools, there never seems to be 
a talent drought.
	
 Another thing unique to this production is the melding of every type of student.  The 
Broadway Dinner is an outlet for musically gifted youngsters.  There is no doubt they get a 
tremendous forum to develop and showcase their craft.  Other students who are known more for 
their scholarly efforts, athleticism or other non-musical gifts, are also contributing to the 
production.  It is amazing and atypical of high schools.  This production has embraced every 
student where he or she is, and moves him along.
	
 In addition to the benefits listed above, there is another that most people in attendance 
will never be able to understand.  Only if you know the life story of some of the kids involved 
would you se it.   This activity is where many of our students find significance for the first time.
	
 Adolescence is a time when teens seek their significance in the world;  they search for the 
meaning of life and where they fit.  Many of them find it for the first time in the Broadway 
Dinner.  It may be in the sublime message of  a song that their significance is found.  More often, 
though, it is the act of participating in something that requires teamwork, artistic expression and 
patience that leads to their self-discovery.   Participation in the production, like Broadway music 
itself, addresses the issues of life that affect the mind AND the soul.  If you worked in the school, 
you would get a warm feeling in your heart when you see the kids who obviously have found a 
home on the stage with their fellow students.  There is nothing else like it!
	
 Making this event happen every year is a huge undertaking which has benefited from the 
long commitment of people like John Marszalek and Tom Henning who have been with the 
dinner since year one.  John is retiring at the end of the year and Tom in December.  We certainly 
want to note their 33 years of service and thank them for their dedication.
	
 Observing the Broadway Dinner elicits many different emotions in me.  First, our 
students convey the wide range of human emotion the music is designed to convey and I am 
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moved in the manner the music’s author intends.  I also feel happy that our students are given 
this opportunity.  Most of all, I feel pride.  I am proud that we have a school system that supports 
the efforts of our staff to create such an incredible spectacle.  I am proud that that we have a 
school where boundaries between “jocks” and “music kids” do not exist.  I am proud that we 
have a community that supports our efforts.  Most of all, I am proud of the incredible students we 
are blessed to have under our tutelage.
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