
	
 (Brutal Facts is an an occasional series in which I will confront some brutal facts about education or 
society in general. To be clear, these “brutal fact” essays are my opinion and do not represent an official 
position of the school district. )

	
 This week I present my brutal fact #2:  Rich and powerful people are discrediting public education to 
divert billions of public education dollars to the private sector.

	
 As you might guess, writing a Lancer Letter every week has me often looking for topics; but, this week 
the topic found me.  Three things happened within five days, prompting me to address this topic.
	
 My first experience came when meeting with a native of Singapore who now lives in this country and 
has established a non-profit to bring Asian students to come to study in American secondary and post-secondary 
schools.  Parents of these students are willing to pay a great deal of money for these students to study in 
America.  He told me that, “Outside of America, American education is the gold standard.”  Interesting.  To 
confirm that, the Singapore government did a study looking at the international math/science tests that have 
Singapore ranked #1 and the United States ranked 27th or 28th.  When they pulled out American caucasian 
students, that group moved to #2 on the international list and American Asian students came in at #3.  Educating 
ALL  students statistically gives us low rankings but obviously, it is possible to get a world class education here.
	
 My second experience occurred at the Superintendent’s Summit I recently attended.  I got to spend three 
days with 70 superintendents from throughout the country.  The format of the event gave ample opportunity to 
speak with and exchange ideas with my colleagues from most states.  I was struck by how different we are in 
many ways yet there was striking similarity in one area:  legislative “reforms.”  All the states seem to be dealing 
with the exact same issues of misuse of standardized tests, teacher/principal accountability measures and efforts 
to give public money to private and charter schools with few strings attached.
	
 The opening session of the summit clarified and expounded on something I already knew.  The similarity 
of these legislative “initiatives” exists because the legislation has been written by the American Legislative 
Exchange Council (ALEC).  I went on to their website and sure enough, the current Senate Bill 1085 right now 
in Harrisburg is taken from ALEC’s model policy.  (SB 1085 will take control of establishing charters away 
from school districts and give it to an appointed state commission.)  As I mentioned in a previous Lancer Letter, 
ALEC has massive corporate funding behind it with supporters such as Bill Gates, Eli Broad, Mark Zuckerberg, 
various Waltons and the CEO of Netflix, Reed Hastings.  Hastings recently spoke at the California Charter 
School Association and said, “the fundamental problem with school districts is not their fault, the fundamental 
problem is that they don’t get to control their boards.”  He went on to explain that Charter Schools control their 
boards which are not elected and are therefore more “stable” and effective.  He also stated that their goal is to 
get 90% of students in in the nation into charter schools within 20 years.  (Statistics show that charters are not 
truly more effective - but definitely profitable!)
	
 The third coincidence on this topic occurred for me when I was channel surfing and caught Bill Moyers 
on his television show.    His guest was Diane Ravitch.  Ravitch worked in the federal Department of Education 
under the Bush administration when No Child Left Behind was put in place.  She has since realized it was a 
huge mistake and is trying to correct it.  She is also very vocal about the privatization movement being pushed 
by ALEC and wealthy hedge fund managers.
	
 Ravitch is trying to bring to light the hidden agenda to undo public education and put it entirely into 
private hands (with public dollars and no public accountability).  She pointed out in the interview that there is a 
grab for the 500 billion annually spent on public education.  She also detailed how ALEC provides significant 
dollars to political campaigns and how many current politicians in office receive campaign contributions from 
the group.   She noted that when New York mayor Bill de Blasio tried to reign in charter schools, charter 
advocates spent 3.5 million in a media campaign to oppose him and he backed off.   I would strongly encourage 
readers to go to www.billmoyers.com and watch the video.  I would also recommend you read her new book, 
The Reign of Error: The Hoax of the Privatization Movement and the Danger to America's Public Schools.
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 While rural schools like General McLane tend to be more immune to this movement than those in large 
cities, this movement to replace public schools with private corporations that are not accountable to the public 
will eventually reach us.  (Our cost to charter schools is one of the increases in our budget for next year.) The 
one speaker I heard likened what is happening to the analogy of placing a frog in boiling water.  If you try to put 
the frog in the water once it is boiling, it will immediately jump out.  If you place it in cold water and slowly 
raise the temperature to boiling, it will stay in the water and die.  As I spoke with superintendents from around 
the nation, it all began the same:  in the cold water of indifference.
	
 If you do your research and become alarmed and outraged by what is happening, I encourage you to get 
involved in Ravitch’s grass roots effort called, “The Network for Public Education.”  (http://
www.networkforpubliceducation.org)  Closer to home, you can join Stand Up for public education (http://
standupforpubliceducation.org) and stay on top of what is happening in Pennsylvania.
	
 Whether or not you have children in school, you will be affected by this movement.  The reforms being 
pushed by ALEC have failed, but the money behind it keeps politicians at bay and people duped by media 
campaigns.  They have also been winning court decisions that say these private corporations running “non-profit 
charters” are NOT subject to public audits.  
	
 Diane Ravitch asks, “Can democracy beat big money?”  What is your answer?
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