
	
 When we are young, we think that our life will find significance in notoriety, fame and possessions.  As 
we mature, we realize that significance is achieved not by being known by all, but by being needed by a few.  To 
be a positive  influence on others, whether it be a student, your children or other adults, is as important as the 
recognition we once  thought could only come by acclaim.
	
 I believe it is a blessing to be an educator.  Opportunities to lead a life of significance sit before you 
every day.  The young people we teach and lead often need what we offer.  We do not always know that a 
particular thing that we teach, speak or express can become a turning point in a young life. If we were all to 
reflect upon educators who made a difference in our lives, we could each produce a list.  Yet, the people on that 
list may not be aware of the importance they played in our lives.
	
 The other great thing about being a teacher is that when your students are successful, you are successful.  
When we see our students leave General McLane and go out to lead a life of significance themselves,  our life 
of significance is, well, more significant.
	
 Next week, we will gather together to mark in a tangible way, that intangible feeling about which I 
speak.  The Lancer Legacy banquet is being held on Thursday, May 22 and will recognize three groups of 
people:  those who have given, those who received and went forth to give of themselves, and those presently 
with us getting ready to lead their own lives of significance.
	
 By awarding the Lancer Legacy Award for Service, we recognize those educators who can look back on 
their lives and know they were a positive influence on many children.  Jerry Englert, a long-time elementary 
principal, will receive the Lancer Legacy Award for service to the school district.  Steve Samol, a GM teacher 
and coach, will receive the Lancer Legacy Award for Service to GM athletics.  Both of these gentlemen had 
major positive impacts on the students and adults with whom they worked.
 	
 We will also recognize two distinguished alumni, Brian Kelly (’84) and Carleen Martin Mitchell (’94).  
Both have gone from their successful school careers at General McLane to build successful professional careers.  
Brian has worked locally to serve a growing church and Carleen in Washington D.C. where she operates 
Carleen Martin L.L.C., a successful production and project management firm.
	
 Finally, the banquet recognizes our current students who have achieved honor roll and other academic 
distinctions.  It is fitting that we do that in a context where they can see that the opportunities they’ve been 
given exist because of those who have come before and, they see what a General McLane education and 
personal commitment can do.  
	
 Part of my job for the last 26 years has been to interview teacher candidates.  That’s enough time to end 
up interviewing former students (not saying that I’m old).  An inevitable question that is asked  of teacher 
candidates is, “Why did you become a teacher.”  I’ve had many of these candidates who were General McLane 
graduates answer that question by citing one of the teachers they had here, and noting that the teacher’s 
influence inspired them to follow the same path.  I don’t know how many professions have that kind of 
influence over young people .
	
 It has been my observation that most of the employees at General McLane are not just here to collect a 
paycheck.  They are acutely aware of the power and influence they hold over young children.  They lead lives of 
significance by helping students, going the extra mile, spending the extra time and caring beyond what would be 
expected.  It is always a pleasure to come to work in a place where everyone shares that same desire, that same 
mission.
	
 Next week’s Lancer Legacy banquet, then, is not just some end of year activity.  It is the embodiment of 
what we do and who we are.  It has been very difficult to put that into words, so just come.  You’ll see what I 
mean.
	
 The banquet begins at 6:00 p.m. and is held at McLaneChurch.  It is for the whole community for the 
whole community has a hand in what we do in the schools.  Call 273-1033 x. 5901 for tickets or download an 
order form online.
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