
	
 This is the time of year when the school activities keep coming fast and furious and school 
administrators need two clones to attend them all.  This week I’d just like to share a few of the things 
happening:
	
 •Many folks in the community are talking about the great production of Wizard of Oz presented this past 
weekend.  Over thirteen hundred people attended the shows and all were amazed.  As usual, the production was 
a labor of love from Bruce and Trisha Yates and their talented team of volunteers.  The high school students 
performed at a level well beyond most high school talent and of course, the thirty-two children from our 
elementary schools stole everyone’s hearts as the Munchkins.   I do not know of many districts that produce the 
quality and quantity of performers that we do at GM.
	
 •Of course, it starts very young.  I recently attended the presentation by Mrs. Kupcyzk’s kindergarten 
class at Edinboro Elementary.  Their production of “Ready for First Grade” was a delight.  I think it is so critical 
to have children at that age in front of family and peers, singing and reciting memorized lines.  This not only 
creates the future for the high school stage, but gives these students a sense of confidence and develops critical 
neural pathways in the brain.  Next week, some first grade classes will be presenting their productions.  With the 
tremendous amount of work the new standards have created for teachers, I’m appreciative of the extra time and 
effort that go into these little shows.
	
 •Jason Buto, Middle School Associate Principal and Curriculum Coordinator recently took one for the 
team when the middle school recently hosted “water wars.”   Thirty teachers volunteered to have their picture 
on a collection jar.  Students “voted” for which teachers would be in the “water war” by placing coins in the 
jars.  The eight teachers whose jars had the most money, participated in the card game, “War,” in front of the 
student body on Linden Field.   The loser, who happened to be Mr Buto, got water dumped in his face and all 
the finalists got doused with a super-soaker by the winner, Mr. Muholland.  This event raised $520.00 for the 
GM Relay for Life.  Other activities at the middle school held throughout the week raised an additional $280.00 
bring the week’s total to a little over $800.00 for the event.
	
 •Speaking of Relay for Life, don’t forget to come out to Linden field between 9:00 am. on May 31 and 
9:00 a.m. June 1.  The annual relay is a major fundraiser to fight cancer and involves many of our students and 
community members.  Seventeen teams and 130 participants have already raised nearly $23,000.00 but we need 
everyone to do their part to raise more funds for this important research.
	
 • The high school held its annual “Make a Difference Assembly” on May 19.  Senator Sean Wiley 
kicked off the event by presenting an award for academic excellence.  You may remember that Governor 
Corbett was in Erie a few months ago to recognize Collegiate Academy for scoring above 90 on the School 
Performance Profile.  Both General McLane and Fairview high schools had scores over 90 but seemed to be 
forgotten by the Governor so Senator Wiley was kind enough to step in and present the school with a Certificate 
of Recognition.
	
 After the senator’s presentation, teachers and students presented blue ribbons to other adults and 
students in the school who made a difference in their lives.   This is always a very moving assembly and I don’t 
know many high schools where you can squeeze the entire study body on a set of bleachers and have their 
complete attention.  The event reinforces my belief that it all comes down to relationships.  Without good 
relationships among all the stakeholders (board, administrators, teachers, students, parent, community) a school 
will not be able to achieve its academic goals.
	
 •Edinboro Elementary was recently in the news for their “buddy bench.”  The great thing about this was 
that the idea originated with four students (Abby Walker, Bailey Cannon, Chloe Kiser and Katelynne Langer) 
and was facilitated by teachers Heidi Kalicky and Christina Martin.  What better combination than student 
initiation and adult facilitation?
	
 •McKean Elementary is doing a mural of the General himself – out of thousands of beads in long plastic 
tubes.  If you’re not sure what that will look like, you will know soon as it is scheduled for completion at the 
end of this month.
	
 •Both the boys baseball team and girls softball team entered the playoffs this week.  The softball team 
has had a particularly stellar year with a 13-1 record, the best start in school history.
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 In the school business, May is  a crazy time but also a humbling time.  This time of year is used to 
display the incredible talent and accomplishments of our students and, indirectly, our staff.   As I rush from 
event to event, I am truly humbled to have the honor of working for a community that is willing to support its 
schools in a way that can produce such great results.
	
 Go Lancers!
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